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Editorial
The tactics of the left

The tasks fachng the &0 Iy the parly following Lobour's Tast elgction
defent were clear Faced with o ‘ffundpmentil reithink’ of Labour’s gims
and values — a concerted artemipt by the leadership Lo ditch whatever
central left policies remained — Lhe priorily was wetake senously theat-
temp 1o diteh unitatern] nuctzar disarmament, 0 remave any Commit-
ment @ neponalisation, o reverse the gwins n terms of purty
demoeracy made inthe last ten vears; 1o rackle rhe refusal to address the
swelling tide of demuands of women and black people, and to fight the
dattempt (omive Labour 1o suppert proportonal representation — Lhat
I in practice o move to a coaliton with the S

Concentrating 0o Lhe Pohicy Review and the mdividudgl policies under
attack would have maximised the potential for the widest possible
allignes of the left with the ssofl lell, or ‘lévalises” in the pariy, These
Forees see therpselves @5 in support of the leadership buralso of palicies
such as unilateralism; nalionalisalion, party democracy or measures o
redress the batance in represeniation of women and black peaple The
tvpe of difficulty the tight would faceif this tactic was pursued was secn
at last wvear's party conference in the wictorizs for the lefr on
unituterslism, onpe-woman-on parliamentary shorthsts, and the na-
tional mimimum  wage

Instead the left embarked on tetics — the Soctihst Conforence and
the leadership contest — which dicl not confront this. The Teft did not
give a lead in defending left poliéies and Lhereby helped give a clearer
pith o the olfensive of the right than was necessury.

The pravtical conscyoence of toncenisating on allianves oulside the
party was to downplay the work nieded in Lhe parv o detend key
pulicivs — perfectly logically given that the keyv forees worked with out-
side, the Socialist Society, are not interested in winmng the fight in the
Labour Party bul in creating & new party ouwlside it The effect of the
leadership contest was to push the solt left and the right together — not
dividic them.

The consequence was to dramarically overstats the strength of the
right by making the key gavee of relatve slrength votlng on the leader-
ship vontest — where the Teft wits smashed. Tn fuel whatl last vear's con-
ferenee showed was that on a number of individual policies majorities
can be mobilised, i Lhe choices are presented cléarly, Inseead of recor-
ding victories the left fell drasticully weskened — o sell=inllicted defeat
pnwhich Lhe right is now capitalising.

The Campaign Group and the lefr of the party should have concen-
trated o0 the Policy: Review. A natlonal conference ealled fv the Cam-
paiezn Ciroup against the Pohioy Review would have received massive
support — and been a much berer response than the Socialist
Conferenge,

W hat could have been achieved was shown recent by in East and South
East london. 130 Labour Parly members attended a conference
organised in East Lendon on 4 February to discuss the mplications of
|he policy review and how the left can fespond. One hundred and twenty
paople attended a similur conference in South East London on 17
Iebruary, This is the type of initiative which the left should have bean
laking up and down the country for the entirelast year. Sessions includ-
ed the kev issues in the policy review — unilateralism, economic polioy,
women:and labour, black people and labour, modernising the party.
The audiences very much consisted of rank-and {ile activists, local con-
stityency officers and so om

Such events are an essantial part of clarifving for Labour Parry
members what is involved in the policy review and coordinatlng the
response tocnsure the Teft 1% is sitong as possible at partv conference

1t isstill not too late for the left to take such an initiative nationally
and these conferences should be repeated everywhere possible in the
period upto party conference, espectilly 1n time to intluenge discussion

ar conference pnd conference resolutions,
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Defend unilateralism

1984 is i crucial year for
the defence of unilateral
nuclear disarmament.
Already Neil Kinnock has
launched his second public
attack on it. It is therefore
vital to restate the prin-
ciples involved in defending

it  and their practical
CONSCQUCTCES,

The  reasan urialateeal
frugluar tlisarmument i

demunded i= because mulri-
lareral nuclear disarmament is
a frowd. Fhls is even nibwinus
e USSR has praposed (h
ehmmanon of  all nuclear
wedpons by the wear 2060,
Thi Upited Statcs explicishis
aegathsr the eliminanon ol
nuelear  weapons,. Too ke
Rritish mucdear disarmament
vomelitionsl on the United
Stides, which savs it is mofrin
favour of the elimination of
nueleat saiapons s farcival,
Sucha polivy will e wp with
Brtain metginime, not climi
nating its nuclear weapons

If Kinnock™ motes make
no s@nse: o the poinn ol
wiEw ol nusiear disarmamert
they o provide the kev 1o his
pntire Gitlsc- course for the
Labpur movement. Kinpock’s
mroves are peompted by
defermination o prive (bt
Ihe Laboor Pany oo ‘safe'
purty  of  governmont

lis

i
capital. This s pot the case so
lonp as the parry remams
committed (o umeasslilional-
Iy rmemoving @l nuclear
wenpons and nuclcar bazes
fromy Britsh soiland warersin
the first patlinment  of (he
nexl Labour govwmment’

Displacing unilatersl
niclcar disarmament through
the dempcratic channels ol
the L ahour Parly has so far
proved  an instirmountable
ubstacle wothe Labour Jeader.
ship. Thar 15 why pressure s
novw budlding wp within the
trade unions lewding (o this
yedar's vonferenees, It & also
why Kinooék himself |s fore-
ed out into the open on thie
it

Kinnock knows thal thiv is
the lase chance o persoade

conferance fi ditch
unilareralism,  The  party
laadershipy  caleulates  any

thiw of deunity dfer this
corference would lose It the

election and therelone it can
mesialles (o kald the Jump
ng ol pmileteralism gver ontil
faler

Che pressise on the pariy

leadership from the rank and

file o dhiy ssue was
demuonsiriied clearly ol the
Labour Party policy myiew

camsullulion oo woien, held
(he devulter Kinnoik's TV at
ek oo unllatemlism,  The
cvont was dominated by the
e of wmilaicral nuclear
dizarimamen There  was
M-y npmlns E,'I_I]'_\r‘-nl'! ||.'i1 F |
statemment  in defence ol
uniluteralism circolated by
Labour CNID,

kinnock and the nght wing
helleve  1hat | umlbateradlism
loses Litbour clections, Thal
owhy, instead of taking the
vppuriunity of Ciorhaches’s
puclear weaponis and disar
IMEMENT eobanives o pl’_\.]ﬁ|
at. the relevsnee of a8
initareralist policy, thoy have
argued that these initiatives
maks that poley redundant,
Ihe  Tabour  leadership's
respiopse 1o Mikhal Gor
bachev's mitiatives 35 6 com:
matment thar | abour will now
alret lre palicy and consider
keepinge the bomb!

This policy is abswrd even in
electaral terms. Unilateralism
js ot the reason thotr Labour
lras failed roowin the fast two
senaral elections, The paolis
show (hail gnly i oy arinoricy
of clectprs who - consider
vioring Loabour are infloenced
I thelr voting by
unilateralisn.  All political
amalvsls know 1hal élections
e won oor lest on the
ceonomy. Heme the conse-
gquences of the Lobour feader-
shyip's defence policy actualiy
mitkes il virtually impossible
[or Labour lowin an élection.

The parlinmentary Labour
Party supports Lhe policy of
thie 1987 elecrion — of refus:
ing 10 cni defence spending to
the same level of GO as the
other Wesl Eudrtpean states:
Sach @ position means
Labpur . scevpling an  arme
spending burden of L7000
millinon which cripples its
economig policy

The turther despening of
{his wrong policy, symbalised
in_abandoning nuctear disar-

Suporting unilateralism in earlier days — which way will th
all go now?

miamienl, will make it cven
more certain Labour cannot
win the election.

Given  the stakes involved
the maximuam forces must be
mustered  in support  of
gnilareralism, In thal context
Trilene's slalement in the 17
February  issue,  ‘1isarmm-
menf: an appeal e Laboar
and the unions’, was timely.
However the ‘stalement in-
cludes a commitment  1hai:
thal Brotuin shoold disman-
(e itsown muclear arsenal and
emove  American  muchear
weapans from British soll and
waters within the lifetime ol
the first parliament of the
next | abow sovernment’

Thiz will clearly be prerciiv-
ed by the mnk and 1ile of the
pariy and by the public alike
a5 @ reaffirmation of
unifateralisem, Such a siate-
ment has 1he potential Lo ar-
praet brogd support within the
party and the tmade wpions.
But it miust be poined our
that it i= nol & restalement of
the party  policy,
Trifine tomains-ilent on the

exishing

@

Bl TR

remwal ol puclesr  basgs,
whilst declanng in its editorial
mtroducton thar the srare-
ment is: g shoer suounary of
the |‘u‘ﬁ:’rim| -.\llln.h W h[‘lil:'\l.'
the Labour Pany should
adopt ws the most cifective
means by owhich a fuoture
Labour  sovernment  could
specd rhe pace of world disur-
mament and achleve @ mon-
nuclear defence  policy: 1or
Britain!

PDefending  the continued
commilment W Temove mue
toar basesas vical. Britzin has
nod  control cover  American
boses or whar they cantdin in
them, Asking  the Unifed
States w0 remowve ils mucloar
warheuds from thiv coonrry
twhich could be the way the
nmbigunus Teibne statenien|
= ingerpraied) is ngl the sam
ds chsmuntling . those bases
and preventing uny possibdlity
of nuclear facilities being us-
od. Iz = the full commirment
of Labour conderence  Lhal
sl Bre defended,

Cangl Turmer, Labour CHND
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Hammond’s new moves

The role played by the EET-
PU in its break with the
TULC has been clarified still
further since the beginning
of the vear:

® the EETIPU is balluting
its memhbers on closer links
with the UDM.

@ it circulated  prison
warders following the strike
at Wandsworth jail to urge
them to leave the Prison Of-
ficers Association and join
the EETPU, Hammond an-
nounced similar initiatives
for the NHS and Incal
authorities.

® it has heen sceking to
persuade small groups of
disgsident TGWL members
to join it.

® i1 has signed three new
single union, no-strike,
deals on greenficld sites
with the Advanced Design
Electronics  of Liverpool,
P&W Plastics of Mersevside

and TDS Circuiis of
Blackburn,
The context is that

mannfacturing indusiry is
growing rapidly — up six
cent  over the last wear,
almost twice as fast as the
economy a5 a whole.

In this situation capiral

urgently neceds another
round of screw lghiening
apainst the trade wnions.
One aspect will be & further
assault on the public sector
unions, The provocations
staged against the Prison
Officers {not that we have
any sympathy with them!)
around Wandsworth are un-
doubtedly  intended o
create a climate for banning
strikes in so called ‘essential
services. Torv backben-
chers have re-raised the
issue of the closed shop.

Hammond fits directly in-
o all these moves — which
is. why capital has heen
careful to prop him up by
placing him on NED(L

First the EETI"U acted as
a cenire for anti-strike scab
organisations — strength-
ening links with the UDM,
approaches o anti-strike
prison officers, carlier ap-
proaches from the ‘Profes-
sional  Associations of
Teachers® ete,

Second, and this is the
FEETPU’s main role, is its
no-sirike deals in manufac.
mring. The EETPU cannot
make substantial inroads
inte. TUC  wnions  in

estahlished workplaces.
However the EETPU has an
eve on the significant
number of vy manufacrur-
ing plants opening up.

1t is here, where a captive
union membership can be
delivered by the cmployver
before the factory is even
huilt, that the EETPLU aims
10 grow.

Third the EETPU plays a
useful role in fighting par-
ticular unions — in par-
ricular the MSF, At the end
of March 1988 the FETPU
launched a campaign,
headed by national officer
Ron Sanderson, the chief
negotiator of no  strike
desls, o persuade workers
promoted tw white collar

grades to stay  in  the
EETIPLL
Reporting  Hammond's

campaign the Finarcia! Time
noted: ‘The EETPU is par-
ticularly concerned by
the... merger of TASS, the
manufacturing wnion, and
ASTMS. the white collar
union, which wouold creatca
powerful wnion with
established roots in  the
techmical area. Mr Ham-
mond predicted that the

EFEETPU would bhecome the
miain union for technicians
as it would provide the
namral political home for
white collar workers.”

Finally the EETPL re.
mains (e pivol of capitals
goal of splitting the TUC,
The right wing of the TUC is
posing the wayv of dealing
with the EETPU as bringing
it back into TUC member-
ship via amalgamation with
the AEL.

The details of the latest
merger proposals put by the
AELU to the EETPU clarily it
would be a4 merger on Ham-
mond"s terms. The aim is to
push these proposals
through the AEU national
committes in April and the
EETPU rules revision con-
ference in July.

An amalgamated wnion
s¢t up on that basis, which
would éverturn the existing
democracy of the AELU,
would simply be the vehicle
through which Hammuond
would preparc & new and
larger split of the TUC,

Hammond is continuing
his drive against the TULC
even from purside it

NUS leadership moves further right

After the shambles of NUS
Winter conference, which
took no discussion on how to
fight the proposals for stu-
dent loans, student militan-
¢y has not died down. With
the *‘Democratic Left' (DL)
leadership of NOLS using
‘student violence' as an ex-
cuse for calling no further
actions, the fight agains
loans increasingly demands
a fight against the ‘Demo-
cratic Left® NUS leadership,

The DL have done
everything in their power o
de-mohilise against loans,

In London a demonstra-
tion was called for 1
February with the support
of the majority of Student
Union executive members
in London. Under pressure
from the DL nationally, the
DL voted (with a majority of
onel to withdraw the sup-
port of NUS London.

However the demonstra-
rion went ahead and over
2000 sttended. Only 13 ai-
tended the picket of the
PES. called as an
alternative.

At NUS conference in
March a major debate will
he the reform of NUS, with
the DL atempting to
safeguard their own posi-
tion by reducing the nom-
ber of clections and con-
ferences of NUS.

Their allisnce with the

right wing, pro-SDF
‘Stidents for Students® is
becoming increasingly

clear, with the DL preferr-
ing to stand a candidatc
agdinst S8iN for the NUS ex-
ccutive than against Cosmo
Hawkes, ‘Srudents for
Students® candidate for na-
tional secretary.

With support building up
in the DI for pulling NOLS

@

out of any involvement in
NUS, the Labour right sees
“Swdents for Swudents” as
the replacement leadership.
There has to be a fight o
keep NOLS in NUS,
alongside building an alter-
native to the coalitionist
politics of the DL.

The role of the DL in the
battle o ensure that black
students are in the leader-
ship of the students move-
ment i3 no less shameful,
Having not stwod or sup-
ported a black candidate in
NUS for 10 years, they are
again standing an all-white
slate for NUS executive this
year. A Black Sections can-
didate will be standing for
the NOLS national commit-
e art  conlerence  this
March. This ix an eppor-
tunity to hegin to change
this situation,

NOLS  conference will

MATHMAL  LIMIL

also decide whether Labour
Students cast their vore in
favour of unilateralism at
Labour Party conferonce.
The resoluotion being pro-
moted by the DL is the same
as the fudge proposal
defeated at Labour Parry
conference, Unilateralist
resolutions have been sub-
mitted by Campaign Stu-
dent and this, along with the
fight to win NOLS to 3 mili-
tant, mass  campaign
apainst loans, will be a
erunch debate for NOLS.

FOLLY WTTORINI




No deals with the SNP

1949 sees the introduction of
the poll tax in Scotland,
pavment commencing from
1 April. Ten years of return-
ing a Labour majority
Westminster and ten vears
of  experiencing  Tory
policies from the Thatcher
government. These vears
have been a caralogue of
closures: in manufacuring,
engineering, and the tradi-
tional industries of coal,
steel, and shipbuilding.

The Scottsh coal Nl s now
employ only 4,000 and Gee |
very uncertain futunc ss the
privatisation of the Scottish
Flecivicity Board anes ahead.
The much-acelaimed  exien-
sion of senvice indusinies m
Scotland has meant part-timc,
low-paid jobs.

The inahility of the Labour
Party In Scotland 1o defend
the Scottish people aeninst
this onslaught undoubiedly
ied 1o the electoral defeat in
Ciovan in MNovember 1UEE.
The resuly, of 48 per ceni for
the SNP and 36 per cent for
Labour in & constitucney with
aprevious Labour majority of
19504 shocked the labnuw
miwement  and  pushed  the
SNP gnw the  limelight,
reminiscent of their populari-
tvin theearly 705,

I'hair recent decision, much
dispured even within  their
owi ranks, o withdraw Trom
talks about 4 Scottish Con-
stitutional Convention  has
resuleed in a4 per cent drop in
thelr support in the polls
However, support for the SMNP
still stancs  around 28 per
gont, Lubour at 4] per cont
and the Tories ac 2N per cent.
with 8 per cent for the
Dermograls and 2 per gent for
the SDE

The SNP is aiming to win at
feasr A0 per cent of the vote in
the Euro-elections, and take
seats rom Labourn They are
campaigning under the ban-
ner of ‘Scotiand in Europc,
arguing for independence
within Furope and portraving
the FEC as brangmg eams 1o
the Scollsh prople.

Labour kas been trapped in
the framework of welcoming
aspects of the EEC member-
ship and to date has failed 1o
get acroas the threar o Scol-
rizh johs.

Lhe party in Svotland and
natienally has failed to pursue
credible strategics of appos-
ricn (o Thatcher's offensivie in
Sueoland

Frustration wiih the *Feelile
iy’ Labour MPs has bean
byilding up since the 87
Genemal Plecton.  Local
Ciovermment elections in 1988
refiecied @ swing 1o the SNE
Llnder 1his prossare, diflerent
siraleeivs within the labour
MUY mEnt U been
dovelopina.

March 1988 saw the launch
ol Bconish Labour Action, in-
volving somec members of the
Labour Co-ordinating Com-
mittee, commitred to a higher
profile for the Labeur Party
on scollish affairs. and for
same conleol within the parn
For cxample, the fll rime
statf for the Scormish I abour
Party  are  appoinied by
Walworth  Road, and  (he
disnstrous Guovan byv-clection
campaign wits evssentially run
by Walworth Road.

Mare action on the poll @x
is alsoa central parm of Scot-
rish 1 ahouwr  Acion’s  plai-
Irmn Hosewer right from) the
bepinning, Scownish Labour
Acuon have ged themselves Lo
kKinnock' leadership of the
party,

The SLA now question the

ability of Labour wwin at the

next  general clection.  lan
Smart, {member of Scollish
labour Parry  Executive)
wriling i Redical Scorfand,
puts lorward (he atpament for
o dusl mandate’ — this forms
the tasis of SLA sponsored
resolitions n Scottish Parly
Conlerence in March. He
argucs that Labour should
scck d ‘dual mandate® at the
next Cieneral Election. Thar
i, whilsr fighting 1o meturn a
majorily  governmenl [
Wiesiminster, In the evenl of
that failing, the achievement
of a majority of Tahour MPs
in Scotland {or of pro-
assembly  votes, or  bath),
wolled be regarded us a main-
datc to nogotigle with any
Westminster goverment lor a
Scorrish Assembly.

In other words the Scarish
fabour  movement  should
prepare for the inevitable —
Labour’s defent ut the nest
zeneral election. Following

the Govan bv-election, Cami-
beli Christie af 1he STUC pra-
moted discussion amound the
need for & ‘Thatcher [oew

Sconland  —  (hat = of
alhances with other political
partics with the common
denominator  being “weor-
land’, Svottish Labpur Action
posc the same issoe with theis
formulation of ‘pro-Assembly
vores), and the WUM Scottlsh
Area under the leadership of
Cieorge Bollon, argue ar this
vear’s Stouish Pamv con-
ference for all-parcy Sconish
ity agdinst the Tones
Resolutions from Motherwell
Morth [John Reid MP) also
zall far electoral paces

All this gdds op to a eoni-
certed campaign for elecroral
praets by Labour in Scotland

This is to use the demand
{or an assembly as 4 cover for
oot fighting Thatcher's “ai-
tacks on the working cliss
and refusing 1w builgl the
alliances necessary 1o defond
the working - class:. Labous
st support an gssemblby b
we musi see j| o5 par) of the
democralic toals nzeded o
defend the working luss and
organise the fichi  azains
unemployment, the poll s,
housing, e health senoce
nuclear weapons and all the
other policies of the Thulcher
government  for which the
Scollish electorale did o
vole

What are proposad now ane
pacts wirth those suéh ny the
Scottish Liberals, and  the
Scoltish National Party who
have nw strategy or policias o
movirse the kew policies: o

Thamcharism,

Some segtions of the left
modably those orgamsed
arumd  the Socialist Con
fercnce udd furthor confusion
bv.arzuing wronglv thar there
is 4 socialist wing tovthe NP
Fhe recent "Sacialism
Scovfand” conlerence organis-
el jsnl plutforms with the
SMNP and Labour, zgam on:
courdging talk of elecioral
(YIS,

Proportional represemaion
v glsn bekng Modled,
siitable: Basis [or cleding a
Scottish Sssembly; by promi-
nenr <upporters of  both e
SEA and the LOC. PR would
be a4 mechanism  for an
wlhance with the SNP,

Labour in S¢ottand muoast
fight the defcatism which
lends o proposals for PR amd
pacts, This ic the Gpposite of
thie argament  ftom  Kobin
ook in the January edifion
ol Rodical Sentiang tha il s
"Nt nEcessary o acherne
complete clear anujurity Tor
| :ahenn pe pesential o
deny her ( Thateher) & magori-
v al the mext election”. We e
g tor a 1 abonr magorn-
tv. This not helped B oin-
Itiatives such as the Stotish
Sovtielist Purty, involving pro-
mineat Labour memhers such
dasAdey Woad, 10 e launchad
in May

Cnly radivil Litboar poli
cigw vdn reverse the decline in
Iwing standards ond  the
pelicics of Thatchar. We will
nat get agregmenl on hess
policieswilh lhe SNP

|

ANN HENDERSZON
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Why Labour must give

Discussions arcund the af-
filiated organisations option
opened by the vole on com-
posite 5 at 1988 party con-
ference arc now progress-
ing, The process will cul-
minare with a proposal
froumn the NEC at 1989 party
conference in October.

The Labour parly BMlack
Section has proposed (hal a
URILATY orgunisElion open o
hlack poople who ure mem-
hers of the party or who anc
elipihite for membership of the
parly he established, and zain
pudranleed represeniation on
prarty bodics ar all Jevels

AT this carly stape, ity clem
rhat ameong thy hkely points
ol disagreement arc the form
ol represeniation at narional
lewel — whether there will he
reserved places on the NEC
tor delezates from black ar-
samsations themselves,

Conirary W the Hra para-
eraph ol compaosite &, passed
overwhelmingly by pariy can-
fetence, both' the sclf-deler-
minaiion ol hlack people or
eansing in the laboar move-
mierit, dand the direct rapresent-
ation of black ‘people i all,
and, in particular, ar nutond
level, could be called into
Cpaestao

sy, both Nell Kimock
and Raw Hullgrsley bave wone
on pubiic rcoord 45 suving
that they will nor toterare the
esrablishment ol DBack-onlv
[arms of tweanisation within
the structure of The party

Secondly, pardly political
MatNAlIons exisl [or oppos:
tion 1 Lthe ‘proposal - that
pdaccs dre created on the NEL
1 enable black people m he
represented  direetly.  These
mkivations have more o do
with mamiaimng the curment
balanoe of forees o the NEC,
than they have o dowith the
coneern o cxpand the basis of
demoeracy in the movenwent

Tha opening sntement of
composite 5 i concerned with
extending the legirmiacy ol
the Lalour Party as tho party
of preference for blavk people
thrpughow  the couwntry. bt

et st

‘Conlergnce reeoemises thal
the prinviptes of  sell-
derermination and  direct

democracy to its black members

representatlon for  cthnic
TIATATI LS dre esvent fed willin
' dlemiuratic sockalist pariy,

The word cssential in (his
statement  reflects oo very
oengral point of soncorm —
hal the wore for the party
among hlack people, as am-
o almpst every other soc
flon gl the papudation is dim
inishine, This & especially
ahdrming @ a1 s estimared
thal almost one eighthh of
Lubours vt af the Tast gen-
eral| election came from black
peaple, and that fifty Labour
M depend on the black
ville 1ir | e wetts

Bot w rebuild support in
the black commumily, wha
have witnessed before the ox-
tent ioowiich [ abour's leaders
will siraimevery mscle 10 pre-
vent  black  sell-greanisation
smerting ln the party, has 1o
by wecomputtied by i drive o
rebuild Laboar's lewitimay iis
the party that promotes he
interaziz of black poople

irst,  Labour owsll o never
slem Lhe [Tow of black voles
wediy - Itom the garty, il il
docsn't adiust to the fagr chut
biack people-ar an irreduc-
bl compoist ol the-labour
meovernent, and need (o be re-
{levted & such,

Secondly, o be rraly raflec-
five of The concerns ol hlivk
people, such d@n orginisalon,
gnd s delegaies o paErty
‘bodies, must pepresent the
pelley arrived an collectively
by bhick people 1hemsglves,
This 1 oo wiy inhibits or
provents white people from
perticipanng inoa discssion
Of dll-THOISD  siTHlemy,  OF
amything else [or thal muailer

it simply cstablishes the
Black wiew b that strarozy
ot by wider deliberi .

In prder lor postive prie-
utias L0 b made oo rhis gques
trom wital o the rebuilding of
the party owver the connng
poriod, Bb i nevessary il
potiy comcerms do oot subvert
the irumph of demociacy. In
the  ond, the only wiay o
gutalitatively extend che par
Iv" membership and support,
i= Lo estend s laairimaoy

Wik Wiongsarm

Triz

yrr, Lanour Farty Black

Sechio

The victimisation of
Benny Bunsee

ON 24 Ocrober last year
Hounslow council started
proceedings which led to
the sucking of its principal
race adviser Benny Bunsee.
Tris nne of @ series of antacks
taking place on race amd
women's units in Labour
controlled local authorities
in London.

Fawishany council s bong
asked 100 semAp e maee anid
winnen's units Lt Hackoey
Linda Beollos,  ex-lvader ol
Lamberty conineil and head of
[fackney™s womcon's unl, hs
propesed abolition of all
s2parate race,  wornern,  dnd
podice ity Brent coutszi] on-
Iv nmarrowly voted o defodl
the same proposals.  These
dilferent  units  are being
disbhanded i Tevoar ol ‘hauai
Clppor e Policics!
Bunsce wis an o outspoken
apponent ol this developmeni
poimting oul it while
wiarten's and race units, for
examiple, had (o couopérale
losedy, g all torms ol op-
pressinn hid to he combated,
thes were mof the same thing
Nusee pointed oat: *Black
people face the spocilic pro-
blers o racisl artacks. The
rtle ol unemmplovment o the
hlack - community 15 1w o
Phree tomes thal dn the white
communin o problem not
acei] by owhite wornen, Theare
specific curriculum pro
tleares 10 schools 1ar the Black
community which arc dif
jarant lor wormen, Smilary
the prabiem of sooual haraszs
mant i women, or reproduc-

ared

tive mights, 15 pot the suzw s
that of racism, Back women
have long cmphasised they
face signlticantiy  different
prionuc: o while womer,
Thesa capnet in practice: he
fudied-and blurred o cateh
Il “gqual  opporteninies”
withiput the specific problems
ol biack people . or wamen,
heing lznored!

Thire bave besn  resipna-
tiond. of  black offteers n
Hounslow — [smail Shinjes
teant leadet v the housing
depdariment —  and - Sanjay
Vedi was suspended as chair
of the vogudl vpportonities
csonuniineg  for  protesiing
againsl the counal disciplin-

i Asian cstudenrs afrer a
physical clash with whiwe
stiederits whe  had  heen
allegedhy gong arognid

Bealine dp black stodents,
Blick oronps have almwost
Irevamriably nol been consolled

on thase chanpes. I'iy
Lowisham NALGO, the onh
proalpy  consulied and  with

many bluck members. ¢om-
plained bitietly of thelr vigws
pong dgnored  and  hoving
Iveen deceived. In ] lacknev
black groups wiere consulied.

Black Hackney conncitlone
Llovd King describes what iy
happening as: ‘a policy of -
ting mace relations in the cup:
poard while expecting black

people’s  continued  lowal
SUpPIT,
Benny Bunzeds vieomimd-

(lon is nol oaly importuet in
i=elf. It s asympromn of deep-
v chsturbing tremds m the
Foomchon Tabour Parry




InView

Sinn Fein’s Ard Fheis

Sinn Fein, at its Ard Fheis
{vonference) on 2H/24
January, adopred over-
whelmingly the following
perspective: "This Ard Fheis
adopts in principle the need
for an all-lreland anti-
imperialist mass movement
.+ Such a movement should
be muade up of the broadest
range of political and social
forces ... The central
political objecrives of an
anti-imperialist programme
should be the end of parri-
tion and the achievement of
national independence and
unity in the context of Irish
national self-determination
vos Such a movement should
he organised throughout the
32 Countics, and s
demands should be framecd

to reflect the need for
democratie, political,
ccomomic, social and

cultural rights in Treland,”

Che logic of this pesspeg
is simple and correct, Dre
i neat Jusl gy capitalisg coun
iry — Il 1% 4 couniry
dominated by British  im-
perialism,  Partition and
Britizh rule in the Six Countics

are the mast visible daspect of

this, Bul imperiali=t domina-
Itan has shaped the history ol
Ireland for 800 vears and is e
dominating fealure Gf i
economy, polities angd the ¢
fire sociely today,

The anmual outflow of prio-
fits, dividends and rovallies
from the 26 cnunfies amounts
toy eight per cent of GNP and
ahsorby Iwenty percent of ex-
purl carnings. Phirty tive per
cent of exports sl go (o
Hritain.

This imperialst domination
determines the internal strie-
ture of the country. Treland 1s
the only coimry in Woestern
Eurnpe whose population has
declined in the kast 100 vears
Since 1919 one in every (wo
people born in the 26 couwtiies
s left the country. Tolal
cmplovment mday is twclve
per cent dess than il was in rhe
mid-1920s, Nincteen per cent
af  the workforce s
unemploved and  officially
mare than KN peonle —
nearly. one per cént of it
popation are lorced to

=]

eimigrate every vear. Iflieen
puT cent work force o the 26
conties i5 still emploved in
agriculture, compared Lo just
Uy vver Wi per cent in
Britan

For lrish women, partition
has meant rellgions anti-
WOMmEn Mry reinforcing
lczal amd  social ineyoality
north and south of the border,

Ending. this imperialist
deminution is a key 1ask of the
vlass strugale in Ireland.

'he Irish capitalist class,
and irs bBourgeois natiopalist
parties, Fianng Fall and Fine
Giagl in the south and the
SDLPin the narth, Wave fail-
cd toodo this and in Ffaet
aphold and materially benefit
fromi British dominstion of
lreland.

The paper by Sinn Fein®s
exevutive on o the anti-

Friue

impenalist mass  movemen|
said! ‘11 oappeals 10 all who
lravE a eommion milerest in got

tng rid of imperialism ... [t
hus the poténtial oo unite
workers, small [wrmers and
asmall business poople A

frass movement would see the
Fusion of all those campaigns
and interests. which -arc
atbversely afTected by im
perfalism — amid denial af na-
tional self-determindtion
Fhey will be drawn through
their own struggle imevitably
(o take on the controlling in-
ferests in Ireland which pre
venl their demands baing met.
Thise dre the ¢lass and Iorign
interests which stand in Lhe
way of naliopal  sell-
determination.”

in his. presidential address
Cierry Adams explained: “The
ruling cligae in Ireland uphold
above all else the interesis of
British and maulri-pational
capitalism in Treland. They
only have power bevause Lhi
have yet {0 be confronted by
the combined forces of Irish

democracy. Snn Fom has 4
criscinl rale to play in helping
tey bring chese different orces
together, This is the historic
tusk we face in
of our srrupols.

o was Fames Cormelly who
firss spell odal 1he allitance of
wlass [orees nocessary o fres
Iretanch: the working class; has
to oreaniae izl (ndepandent-

the 2Mh vear

v, and creare 2 =rratesic
alliance with the petty
hourgeoisic —  (he =mall
farmers, shop Xcopers, ote

anid, womgon lhe same

porapootive, N couniries
dominated by imperidlism,
was systematsed in the theses
an the ‘anli-imperialisl united
front’ adopted by the fourth
congress. of the Communist
International In 1822 which
explained: *._.the slogan ol an
anti-imperialisl united front
will belp Ly expose the vacilla-
nons of the varipus bourgeais
nationalist groups.”

I'hie perspective adopied by
Sinn Fein, which is g rovolo-
(igmiary nalionalist mot a
marxist party, has dssential
commaon elemeants with thar of
Connedly and the Comindern
It aime o unmask the con-
tradhiviion between the words
unel the deeds of the bourzenis
nationalist parties which retain
the overwhelnnng  migority
siupport i freland,

This (ollows on logically
from ‘Sinn Fein's decision in
1986 to take up any <ears won
in parliamentary elecrions in
the snuth — jacties airming 1o
win @ migjority in the 32 coun-
ties to the strugele against
British imperialiam

Consistent with this 15 the
position thot: “Parnicipation in
Lhis movement should nol be
dependent on one's dtitude to
armed stragale” and the state
ment by the |H A thar the role
of Lhe armed strogede in he
Six Counlids &5 not to *..,
hinder but complemuent cifors
to buiid a broad-bascd front
against imperialism.

These decisions should be
welcomed by everyone who
wants (o ¢nd Brlish rule in
Ireland, Cerry Adams® une-
auivocal support, at the Ard
Fheis, for the "Time o Go'
campaign in Britain ity
cohereotly il this
framewurk.
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Defeat in Afghanistan

WHEN the last Sowviet
troaps  pulled cut  from
Afghanistan on 15 Fehruary
they left behind a PDPA
regime in Afghanistan fac-
ing almost certain defeat at
the hands of the mujaha-
deen. This would be a major
defear for the people of
Afghanistan and for the
struggle against capitalism
and imperialism interna-
tiomally, Tr will also bring
the majority of the British
left up against the harsh
reality of the mujahadeen
forces they have been sup-
porting for the last twen
vears.

When the PDPA  took
power in Kabul, well before
the Noviet intervention of
1979, it stond for, in a
distoried form, an attempt
to implement some of the
tasks of a  national
democratic revolution  in
Afghanistan. That is it had
limited proposals for land
reform, educarion, im-
provement of the position of
women. [he mujabedeen
gpposition represented op-
position to all these — they
stood  for  landlordism,
maintainance o the
medieval oppression  of
women, localism, and the
maost backward forces in
Afghanistan society.

The fact that the Novier
Union mvaded in 1979 did
not  dlter  the  social
character of the forces in the
conflict. The PDPA regime
in Rabul remained more
socially progressive than
the mujahedeen FEGC.
tionaries — whao by this thme
had deepencd their reac-
tionary character through
direct  binks with  im-
perialism. The programme
the muojahedeen are at-
tempiing o take power on
involves the physical an-
nihilation of the most ad.
viinced forces in the Afghan
working class, restriction or
suppression  of the trade
unions, the restoration of
antrammelled power for the
landlords, and the removal
of even the most limited
rights from women., They
represent localism, landlor-
dism and particularism in
Afghanistan and their chicf

economic ‘innovation' since
the eivil war began hus heen
widespread invelvement in
herain production.

The character of the mu-
jahadeen Wik further
clarified at the shura (coun-
cil) convened in the
Pakictani city of Rawalpindi
in Fchruary with  the
wrangles that surronnded it
between shias and sunmis,
military commanders and
politicians in exile, and the
protests. hy  Uszbeks and
Turkmans  abour  their
under-representation.  The
key political divisions which
surfaced were over whether
1o reinstite the King, that is
go back tooa situstion more
backward than prior to the
PDPA seivoare of power, or
institure a regime still more
reactionary than the
monarchy — a localised,
Islamie Republic, The mu-
jshedeen  are  politically
among the most reactionary
forces in the world.

It was undoubtedly
becausc It believed that the
PDPA regimte was going (o
be defeared thar the Sovier

(N
M

Union intervened in 1979, It
is far more likely that the
Soviel  intervention made
the cnsuing defear  still
worse., But it did ool alter
the social charactrer of the
contending lorves, The vic-
tory of the PDPA would
have been a step forward in
Afghanistan. The victory of
the reactionary mujaha-
deen will probably ser back
the struggle in Afghanistan
for decades. Thar is the
balance sheet of the war,

Yet the truth is that most
of the left in Britain has sup-
ported  this  reactionary
force in an alliance with im-
perialism. The argument
has been the ‘right of na-
tions o self-determinarion”,
But the right of nations 1o
self-determination is subor-
dinaie o cliss eriferia. As
Lenin  put it socialism:
‘assesses any national de-
mand... from the alple of the
workers class struggle.” In
any case the viclory of the
mujahadeen will not lead to
self-determination for
Afghanisean but its deeper
subordinarion to im-
perialism. The victory of

the reactionary mujaha-
deen over the PDPA
represents not g step for-
ward but a step backward
for the Afghanisian and in-
ternational working class,

Those on the lelt who dur-
ing the war civil sided with
the sn-culled Alghan
resistance will wake up to
the harsh reality of the
simation, for objectivelv
they were siding with im-
perialism, reactionary
Islamic fundamentalism,
drug dealers, feudal or ¢ven
more backward formations,
who in all certainty will
assassinatc in cold blood
thousands of people for the
crime of having anempred
to introduce national demo-
cratic reformsz inte Afghan-
istan,

The PDPA did not suc-
ceed in smashing the reac.
tionary forces which con-
frooted them. That is a pity.
Even now it would be berter
that they were ghle to do so.
The fact that they are most
unlikely m is 4 scthack for
the people of Afphanistan
and for the intcrmational
working class.
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Paraguay:

the fall of Stroessner

What to muny may look like
just a rift within the same
gang of crooks governing
Paraguayv, the poorest Latin
American country, led on 2
February 1o the wiolent
overthrow of the longest-
lasting dictator of the
Western world, Alfredo
Strocssner, by his relative,
general Andres Rodriguesz.

Cratensibly, Riudrigies Jed

tht coup  thar  overthrew
Lrraesiner  afier the  Totier
retired  Rodrizucz from his

posithon as comunandeér of the
army’s, most powerfol uni,
fieneath the surface of the il
[igs something much decper

Fhe most swable dictamt-
ship in Lhe world had shown
sians of internnl s1raing for
sarne Lime, The 3d-veir lone
dictator had  surrounded
Rimsell with & group of un-
conditional supporters. who
have come W ovcupy  Lhe
decisive levers of powers in
government dy well s in the
Colorado Marty, Stroessner’s
personal politich]l  machine
Membership of the Coloradn
parly 'was g prereguistie for
any jobr in govarimenr ser-
vice, the militery or cven in
nursing and reaching” {Time
13 Feb).

Ihe ascendancy of the
pouveau vk led (oog widen-
ing schism within the pary
belween  the Siroessngrisis
and the drachitionalisis, who
were oacluded or ‘given a
sinaller shiare of the booty and
who were linked to more or
thodoy,  sectors of the
ECONOMY

The peuple ol Parsguay
peceived verv linle from the
unarthodon  combination of
activities  which  hroughe
abonl the seonomic bonanza.
A large proportion. of  rhe
money was povketed by the
militant faction, and at the
hegimnimg ol the 1980s as the
forcign debt bezan o hire
hard, capital Med (ke country,
anod ceonomic srowth slowsd
down drasticilly, Repression
imcrcased and opposition o
the dictatorship ook o 2row-
ingly bold character — rally-
mg  around the Calhobic
church  which  becams 2
medium  for expréssing op-
position ke Strocssner

Stroessner replisd by sup-
prossing dissidence from the
traditionalists within his Cal-

radd party, A montl before
e coup, the diciator sacked
many mid ranking urmy of-
ficors- bul mgintalned more
actiiescent eenerals,  This
transferred ihe political op-
pesiion inie the army, Mot
lers were hroughl (o a head
when Siroessner teied 10 sach
Rudrigucz,

Radrigoer hay  promiscd
elections m 90 days, restom
o ol bumun nghts and s ar-
wmpting 1w il bridges
towalds the Catholic Chach.

Fhe anti-Nosaessner oppost
tlon s esfromely weak con-
sisfing  essentially ol ram-
shmekle, unstable formarions
with littie, IF cany, pobitical
rradition in the couniry, most
of them of boursenic 4ogk
Hodrigues speaking at his
first pross conference on the
elections: sawl  "Communist
parties would not be allowed
o participag’ (e Crogardion,
7 Feb 1989, The trade union
movoment is also extremely
wed i aned wits severely ropress
cd by Strnessnet.

Rodrigtes"s first actwill be
0 O T restore the wnity of
Lhe Colorido party 1o provide
a mare solid hasis for his rule.
However, (here 9% no
sugrantee that he will suc-
cead. 11 he doesn’t, he i fikely
to be removed by another
peneral,  undermininz  the
regime Ve farther
Srroessnerism either of the
traditionalist or the nodveau
rich  brand will not allow the
rowen and unorthodox basis
of their power and wealth o
e undermined by exuberant
democmatic gesturcs.

The Auwthentic  Radical
Liberal Party, one of the ant
stroesyner partjes which en-
jovs the most popular sup-
proel, organised o raliv on 11
Fchruary, which pgathered
20,000 people - Asuncion,
the capical — dan event not
séen [or decades i Pamgaay,
It leadsr, [dominzo Laine,
the most popuinr opposition
leader called on Kodriguer to
deluy generu] clections, due
an | May, toallow the opposi-
Hon partics o organise The
opposition know they have a
hard task but the collapse of
the contipsnt™s oldest and
vilest dictatorship is @n ey
of the depth of the crisis now
atfecline Latin America,

IAWVIER

As the Intifada in the West
Bank and Gaza enters its 15
month; itz repercussions
gantinoe to be [ell around
the world. It has cxposed
the true brutality of the
Zionist monster,

Even the US's 198E repart
on human rights devoted 20
pages to condemning Isracl
and a British all-paroy
delegation has described
the brutality of the Zionist
troops as  C‘unbelievable®

The United Leadership of
the Uprising has hailed
Hussein’s renunciation of
fong held ambitions over
the West Bank last Augustas
the greatest achievement of
the uprising.

Despile the many neg-
ative feamres of the Jorda-
nian withdrawal, it paved
the waw, in December, for

the Palestine MNational
Council’s (PNC) declara-

tion of a Palestinian state in
the occopied territories,
The declaration was greeted
with jubilation throughout
the Palestinian diuspora
and the new state is already

recognised by over 50
countries,
Although there  was

unanimous support for the
declaration of the new state
within the PNC, the im-
plieations of recognising
Isragl and thercfore aban-
doning the goal of a demo-
cratic. secular state in the
whaole of Palestine, were not
lost on the participants. Op-
position to accepiance of
UN resolutions 242 and 338
wis led by Georpe Habash's

Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine
(PFLP).

This rension,  between

those who see the declar-
ation of a Palestinian state
as part of a rwo state solu-
tion and those who view it as
a transitional step towards
the goal of overthrowing the
Liomist  state, is already
growing. An aboruve guer-
rilla mission on February
by the PFLP and the
Palestine Liberation Front
was partly aimed at showing

@

Palestine lives

opposition o ‘Arafat’s
capitulationist policy’,

Arafar’s speech in Geneva
recognising Israel and re-
nouncing *terrurism’ led o
the US ppening talks with
the PLO. However the US
has not suddenly discovered
the justice of the Palestinian
cause, even less is it about Lo
ditch Israel.

Husscin®s  retreat has
closed off the opricn ol a Jor-
danianilsraeli  confedera-
tion in the short term, bot
American  imtentions  re-
muain to derail the Palesti-
nian revolution by creafing
somme form of Palestinian
bantuztan, unarmed and
totally dominated by the
Israeli state.

Gorbachey, eager to help
imperialism in ‘resolving
regional conflicts', has also
stepped in. Moscow has re-
opened diplomatic relations

with Tsrael, affirmed iz
support for the lsraeli
state’s  right to  secure

borders and put pressure on
dissidents such as the PFLT
0 maintain onity under
Arafar’s leadership,

The Zionisis have, how-
ever, closed ranks agsinst
any negotiation. Likud and
thie Labonr Party have eat-
e¢red another coalition; the
cornerstones of which are a
refusal to talk to the PLO
and the continuing col-
onisation of the occupicd
territories by *sertlers’.

The reazoms arc clear.
The vcenpied territories are
Tsracl's sccond  largest
marker, and a source of
cheap labour and water for
ils settlements. In any case
the Zionist state is founded
on the denial of any notion
of Palestinian  national
rights. A Palestinian state
would strike at the heart of
Zionist mythology. In Israeli
politics support for Zionism
cuts like a knife through all
other political differences,

The central tasks for
those doing salidarity work
in Britaln remain that of
building  political and
material support for the in-
tifada and for the demand of
unconditional Fionist with-
druwal from the occupied
territorics, coupled mnow
with the demand that Bri-
tain  recogoise the new
I"alestinian stale.

Rashid Ashral



In Perspective

It was Lenin who outlined the fun-

damental rule in politics: ‘There is a
Latin tag cui prodest? meaning "who

stands to gain?"” When it is not im-

mediately apparent which political or

social groups, forces or alignments ad-

vocale certain proposals, measures, ete,
one should always ask: “Who stands (o
gain?” It is not important who directly

advocatcs a particular policy... What is

important is who stands to gain from

these views, proposals, measures!
(1.enin, Who stands ro gain?).

A t the end of last year the right
wing of the Labour Party, led
by John Evans, opened a campaign
for the party 1o enter a pact with the
Social and Liberal Democrats and to
support proportional repeesentation.

This is nol & new proposal — it has
been argued by the EETPU leader-
ship, the New Sratesman and Marx-
isim Today since at least 1983, Wha
is new is that senior fgures on the
right of NEC, the shadow cahinet
and the Parliamentary Labour Party
are sufficiently emboldened to now
openly argue for a pacts and PR,
These  included Shadow  Health
spokesperson Robin Cook, shadow
environment spokesperson John
Cunningham and former shadow
local government
spokesperson Jeff
Rooker, The Sun-
day Times claim-
cd that & poll of

Labour MPs ©
= conducted i
December last

vear showed that
one i five Labour
MPs  lavoured o
pact, The Labour
Coondinating Com-
mittee conference
at the beginning
ol December ad-
apted support for
PE.

Ihe focal point

ists withl

of  all this was
John Evans' call
for an  electoral

pact with the SLD

Who stands
to gain from
PR?

and support for PR curried on the
Guardian’s agenda paps. This was re-
jected by the party’s December NEC
with only Robin Cook and John
Evans abstaining on the resolution
which opposed: * ... any electoral
pacts with other political parties or
the introduction of changes in the
electoral svstem designed to make
such pacts more likely!

Neil Kinnock responded to Evans’
proposals saying: ‘he understood
they had been put forward "with con-
structive intentions” but the pro-
posals had simply not been thought
through!

Nince the NEC, however, the right
wing have intensified their cam-
paign. Evans stated in Tribiune on 10
February: 'l beliove that @ one-off ar-
rangement between the SLD and the
Labour Party is the only realistic
method of bringing down the That-
cher government. MNo one has
managed to supgesi 8 more viahle
allernativel

John  Cunningham, launching
Labour’s campaign for the county
council ‘elections on 13 February
saich he did not object to local par-
ties considering electoral pacts to
fight elections in arcas where the
chance of outright victory was
remote. The decision was one to be
taken locally! (Financia! Times 14
February 198Y9),

he campaien s now being taken
inte  the unions. Resolutions
supporting PR will be soing (o both

®

the ALRU and USDAW annual con-
lerences,  Gavin Laird,  general
secretary of the AEL, has made clear
that if adopted by the AEU this will
g0 forward as the AEU's resolution
ty Labour Party conference Peter
Kellner in the fndependen: noted the:
‘erouping of trade unionists, Labour
First, which warns that outright
Labour wvictory next  Ume s
"impossible”.” This continues (he
positions advocated by the EETPU
leadership as lar back ds 1983 when
Frunk  Chapple, then general
secretary wrote in the Times: ‘'l am
convineed that it will not be long
belore some rmank-and-file members
start suggesting that insiead of giv-
ing our money to a no-hope Labour
Party, we should donate it 1o (he
cause ol proportional epresenta-
tion! { Times 17 June 1983).

Jefl Rooker wrote to every CLP in
the West Midlands in November urg-
ing them to adopt one of ¢ight model
resolutions on electoral reform for
the West Midlands reginnal party
gonference. Threc appear on the
order paper.

In Scotland, where Labour has a
mafjorilty of the MPs, Scorish
Labour Agtion's forthcoming con-
ference on Scottish Home Rule has &
session  entitled  ‘Eleeting the
Assembly — facing up to the Propor-
tional Representation debate’ where
the speaker 75 Robin Cook. In &
parallel development Charter 88 was
launched on 30 November, Its core 18
the call for proportional representa-
tion and it brings together right wing



irade union leaders like Gavin Lairil,
leading figures [zom the SLID. sach
as Michacl Muoeasdowereft, Labour
Party rmicmbers and various mteleg-
Lals frovm the Socialist Sociely.

hi significance of Charter §#'s

campaign for PR was corrvctly
noted by Martin Linton end Patrick
Wintour who reported: A small
arowp was hrought ogether spann-
ing the gentre and socialist left which
drafted the Charter published today
— Anthony Barnelt, Richard Halme
(¢ prominent  Demoorar), Mary
faldor, Stuart Welr (Editor of New
Srgresman  and. Socigiy),  Hilary
Wainwright and Professors John
keane and David Marquand? {Guar-
dign 10 January 1989).

The Mew Stareseman and Sociery,
which campaizned in faveur of ‘tac-
tical voting” at the last two general
general elections, sponsors and pro-
vides the mailing sddress for Charter
HR

This orientation of dbandoning
the pracrical fight lor a majority
Labour gowernment and secking a
ract with the SLD and/or the SBP
fits logically with the goals ol
Labour's policy review, These are (o
overlurn thase policies which com-
mil & | ghour covernment o revers-
ing  Thatcherism  —  including
unilateral  nuclear  disarmament.
Buch o shilt of course removes the
fundamental political obstacles o a
coaliticn  with the SLD.

Mot only does the call for a pact
throw a much nesded hile line 1o the
SLD and SDP but the political goals
of the rght wing of the party ar the
same as those spell out by the SDP
when they split from the party In
1982, They precisely objiedied 1o
unilateral nuclear disarmaiment, op-
position to the EEC, the party's links
with (He trade umions snd public
pwnership.

11 COMESs as no surpnse therelore,
that David Owen has gone out of
his way to welcome them. The Finan-
cfal Trmes on 9 February noled that
speaking during the Richmond by-
election campaign: "Owen developed
his wiew that @ pact between the three
opposition parties offered the only
hope of overturning Mrs Thatcher..
Owen said: "The important thing is
to-assart SDP values.. 10 Labour
comes closer we would be fools not
1o welcome iL" In an apparent at-
tempt to lay the foundations fer an
eventual  rapprochement  between
Labour und the SDP, he added that
an electoral pact between the three

oppasiiion parties would be “not im-
passible bur diffieult 1o achiove’., Tir
Crwen's remarks follow recent com-
ments from Ashdown which sog-
gesled thar he was not as diametrical-
Iy opposed to the principle of even-
Lual pacts with other parties as he
had first sugpesied when taking over
25 51D leader

In an interview with the fnelepien:
dent newspaper in Scplember of Lst
vear Owen spelt our his strategy
lowards Labour; ‘Owen says: ..he
behieves  Labour will change its
defence policy one day, making a
political  realignment  possible...
“That is why the SDP should survive
— to be there. [t is possible by conti-
nuing to take their voles, we may
force them to face reality before the
clechion. 1 would prefer them to do
that"

This entire course corresponds to
the basic goal of British capital —
which is to reorganise the entire
Aritish political system to ensure thal
1f the most effective instrument of
capitalist policy — the Tory Party —
cannot be kepl in power, there is a
safealternalive 1o it already in place.
And ‘safe’ from the point of view of
capital today means a government
that would not overturn the fun-
damental features ol Tharcherism.

This need arises both from the
tnost long term trends i British
politics and conjunctural features,

Throughout the posi-war period
the underlyving trend of Tory Parly
electoral support has been o fall in-
cxiorubly. As John Ross poinied out
in  Thatcher and Friends: The
Anaromy of the Tory Barty: *With
the exception of 19435-31, when the
Consgrvative voie was lemporarily
depressed by the colossal post war
Labour landshide, every Conservative
vielory since 1931 has seen the Tory
viote @t a lower level than the one
before, Each consecutive Conser-
vative defeat saw the Conservative
vole fall to a lower lizure than the
ane previously!

The longaerm declining trend of
support  for the Tory Party ac-
celerated berween 1964 and 1979
when the Torics lost four general
elections out of five, [t was precisely
1 this poinr that Key sections of
British capital staried o bunld up the
Liberdal Party as an alternative Lo
Lahour — @ course thal was inlen-
sified with the creation ol the SDP
and then the Alliance

Contrary 1o the assertions of
Mearcism Today Margarer Phaicher
didd not, and could not, succeed n
reversing the long term decline in
Tory Party support. Alter the indtial

@

vICtory of 1979 the
TaTy wirte slipped
again in 1WEY and
she

was sbhle o do was
| ise  thie  ane-ofl

windiall of a £100
Filliem from
North Sey ol o
‘ slow down thar

decline in supporm,

Tudz:}.; however, 1his lome rerm
trend combimes with shore teren
developments. The problem for 1he
government — and this is why capial
v now dusting ell the tile marked
‘possible allernalives to Thatcher —
is that oll revenues are now u quarter
of their peak level and the British
ceonomy s being squeezed by s
more powariul impenalise tivals. The
British. econwmy is now running its
largest-ever balance of trade deficit
— £14.25 hillion in 1488,

Given the decline in ol revenues
the only way this defich can he
eliminated is by simultaneousky cut-
ling domestic demand and increasing
manufacturing owlput and exports.
Manulacturing outpur has increased
by Seven per cent in 1988 whilst (he
cileets of successive rises in interest
rates are now working throuch intoa
decline in retail sales as living stan-
dards are squeceed by dearer mort-
gapes and tighter credit,

The palltical problem for British
zapital in this is ¢lear. These policies
hil the Bvine standards of the work-
ing cipss — Including precisely the
more prospérooas sedtions of  the
working cluss whase votes Thatcher
musl retain o -win the gext general
elecrion. Ar the same nme building
up manuleciuring mdustry
strenglhens the objective position of
the working class and trade unions in
manufacturing:

1n this situation eapital would like
1o keep Tharcherin power bul if this
proves impossible it wants (o muke
sure it has an aliernative government
to hand which will not overturn the
chiet planks of Thatcherism.,

This is exactly the function and
policy ol both the SLD and the SDP
gnd of the campaign 0 commil
Labour 1o a pact with one or both of
them. Both are partics created and
Nnanced by big capital. Both are
commitied to building wpon and not
reversing Thatcherlsm. Both aim Lo
orind down Labour's support.

It 15 the SLD and SOP which are
the instruments chosen by British
capital 1o carry through its polincal
offensive against the Laboor Party.
I'hat s why it is 50 ludicrous to give




credence 1o the idea that in somg
sense they can he the labour niove-
ment's allies sguinsg Thatcher, The
mast erass recentl statemen of this
view s by Tricia Davis and David
Citeen in the February 1989 issue of
Murxismr Today: ‘There 15 zood
ricgson o believe thar the Democrats
might be persuaded. Since the rup-
ture with Dr Owen, the SLD belones
{ar more unambigaously in the ant-
Thitcherite camp. Unlike Labour,
which  throughoul  the  postwar
perigd his boen one of the two
beneficiaries. of of the two-pary
svatem, the Democrats belong 1o a
disadvamiaged  tradition...  Paddy
Ashdown muy now talk of going it
alone and replacing the Labour Party
as the main party of the lefl, but this
i mamly rhetorie.. therg 1s much in
comman betwgen Labour and the
Democrats on many questions!

I'he reality, of course, is the op-
posile, the porpose of the SLD —
and the 3D — is to. achieve what the
Tories did net achieve historically —
o slice into the political support of
The Tabour Party.

Labour has lost 45 votes to the
Liberals and SOP for every vote lost
{0 the Tories since 1966, This had
nothing to do with support for their
policies, On the contrary the back of
Labour support was broken in the
periods of right wing Labour govern-
ment 1964-70 and 1974-79, in par-
ticular by incomss policies —
preciscly the periods when the SPP
ledadership were Labour ministers, It
is due to the Tact that the British
working class 35 far mome anti-Tory
than it is pro-Labour

The meaning of the campaign for
Labour to enter a pact with the 81.0
or SOP iy guite clear in this context.
It is 1o close off any chance of a ma-
jority government by Labour — the
only government with any potential

to reverse the chiel works of
Ihatcherism,
R hus precisely  the same

function in British palitics to-
day. Labhour has never gained enough
voles to form a majority governmaen
under a PR system. The aim of in-
troducing PR is to institutionalise
coalitions therchy making impossi-
Il the reversal of the restrictions of
tracle union riglits, the privatisations,
givil liberties and maintaining the
nuclear weapons programme. In ad-
dition the mwroduction of PR into
local sovernment would eliminate
Lahour control from the majority of
local councils in Britain leading to
further culs in sodal services and
T315ES

eatres [t

Pt Rey Fe

Robin Cook MP, whe did not vote for the NEC's resolution against pacts. launching Chavter 85 autsic

YTe rechece
demodngey
roan
elecroral
svsrem, PR
or g
otllen s

rn'.f'-f.l'.l.'l'l'l'l' s,

k| winostone wasiherelore cot-
rect when he wroliein Tribtine on 13
Yanuary: “To reduce demosracy goqan
| il svstent, be it proportional
repTEseniEtion any  olher s
rdiculous Fur more hisie
demecratic rights thaty the svsteim of
wating dare the (reedom ol indepen-
dent trade uniens, free logal oovern-
ment, fiesdom from the chrea of
muclear anniliulation, the sight
protest ossentinl services and
utitilicies. decent pensions, {resdom
[rom powerty. Fhese are the: lan-
damental  freedoms  which  That-
cherlsm artacks and which a pact
with the S wouldl ensure were ot
tachkicd

‘The intraduction of proportional
epreseniation i that framework
weduld resIriel, [or expand.
demoeredy. The mode ol sdeh's pact
would noe be to overturn but o in-
stitutionshise Thalwchermsm — o
render 41 permangnt whatever party
WS I THIwern

[he real thrass of the seppociors
ol PR s shown by taet thar Charter
B8R, which purpors to deal with rhe
fundamental  dentpcratic
threaiencd . by Thitlehern doee ny
cven mention the single niast serious
resIricHon
throustl  simde thut &8 the
gowernment s drnconian artacks on
frade umon rights,

r

rlehils

of  democracy  carried

1979:

—
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This omission 8 no  gocudsn
lrade union richis atfecting nil
of people are nol delended b
Charter 88 becuuse 1o do so would
muke aorggment with the S0 end
SDP supparess of the Charoer m-
possible. Simitlarly no £
made (o the rights of wormien wnd i
combatting raciam in the Charigr
The eross attacks on el [ibere
resulting from the Bricish peesence e
Irelandd e ionored

1]

heserssues as well av social an

cconomic riahts and the eviin
STOR O demoracy inty 1he ¢oanom
self, are not in the Charter because
it accepts the ngendacser by the 5110

and S0P — who are-clover m Thyt-
cher than the | aheur Parn

LAnLes
That s why Hilary Wainwright
and  Anthony i {Jia

Socialist Sodiery make Wiomselses
ridiculous when they mplv o |
stone! *You were right to oppis
cledtoral pacts m youlr cobnmn
wrang to lumpin Charter 88 with
idea!

Boevyuse the faccis PR he pre
semt relation of class forees i B
ealny, would make pacts inevisable i
witld: enormonsly strenotlien the
Fahour neght adyoiabe sl
pactswith the SLDCSIIP This s 1S
objectlve politeal contert rodin

il i



In Perspective

side parliament.

that is why those supporting it have
1o accept the azenda set by the 51D
signgtories o Charler 88, N
1 then disingenuous for Arhlaster
and Wainwright to-complain: ‘Many
of us waitld have liked 1o see social
rights — o work, o adeguate hous-
ing o free health care and cducation
at any upe or level, 1y gender and
racin] egquality, Tor instance — ox-
plicitly included in the the charter
rather than referred Lo 15 issues for
dobure And we would prefer a
stronges CINTIMLTIIenE 10 B
democratic judiciary. Bul to hold
back supporl hecause of
disagreements ol 1his sort is o miss
the poinll The point is those things
cannot he tought for o alliance with
the 5LD or SDP and by omitting
them: oue precisely accepis  their
apenda. The dea that the beneficiary
would  be oa (non-existent) left
sociahst Party which would be able
L0 Propose o pact fo the lefoowith
Labwsur is to completely iznore the
Feal relation of ¢lass forces — to
plisce onescll putside political reality,

Lhe premises [or the Socialist
Sociely's promolion of PR are in fac|
thorouehly seclarian, They are based
on the idéa thur PR will make It
possible for a new ‘socialist party” to

spht off fram Labour — noet anv-at-
lempt 1o answer the real problems
facing the working class: today.

Richard Kuper explained in Labour
Brigfing: *OF course what the current
svstem aceomplishes most clearly ol
all is the marginalisation af the left

How the lerms of the debate
wiuld be changed 11 Labour were in
danger of being ourflanked from the
lefi — by socialist greens, for exam-
nie... What PR would give is the op-
portunity of fghting inside or oul-
side the Labour Party, for policies we
believein ... in my view an even more
vital experience could be gained by
having a clear and umambiguous
socialist vowee —  an independent
socialist party — at large in the coun.
try .o 1f the baule within the party
wore wort, we might end up with 30
pur centof Lhe electorate behind vs in
the first instance I it were lost we
might be down 1o 15 per cent. Even
thal would give us aroond 100 seais
in parliament .. !

I'hie'idea that a party (o the lel of
Labour could pain 15 per cent of the
vile and 10 scars in parliament in
the class relation of forces in Britain
today i shsurd, It s the type of
perspective which led 1o the Jaunch
and the ignominious collapse of
News on Sundgy — the idea that the
only thing holding millions hack
from  cmbracing  socialism is  the
ghsence of a platlorm from which
the Socialist Society can arzue [or i
pr the absence of  C‘popolar
propaganda’

[T is thoroughly sectarian because
it subordinates the generzl in-
lerests of the working class and
labour movemen: to this utopian
scheme, In reality, a socialist party Lo
the left of Labour today would be
tucky to get two per cent of the vote
and the bourgeoisie would certainly
organise so that it zot no seats in
parliament. Through their role inthe
Socuthst Conference and the absence
af any alternative position actively
argued within it the Socialist Society
are being given a platform 1o spread
confusion on PR the real
beneficiarics of which are Ashdown,
Ciwen, Laird and Evany,

But far more serious is the confu-
sion on PR on the left in the trade
umons, Ron todd, general secretary
of the lmanspon and General
Workers' Uinion, immediately re-
jected Fyvans proposal for a pact with
the 51D bur he also told the fn-
dependent: °l hink proportional
representation is on the horizon and
the parly has o come 1o terms with
it'{12 Docember 1988). The Com-
munist Party are promoting both PR
and a pact in the unions.

The Marning Srar, which plays g
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T the Tory
Pariv
caniar be
keof in
Jrawer

there has o
begsufe
alternaiive
i plave,

leading role in the MSF, responded o
lahn Evans'  proposal  with  an
editorial cnritled ‘PR s part of the
wity shead” which saids *Certainly, on
exIMing percenlage votes gained by
the various parties, we would nn'r
have a Labour government, bhut
neither would we havea Tory govern-
ment with i hig Commons majority.

‘Proporticnal representation is u
more democratic method of voting.

As o such 11 iy inaccord with the
socialist objectives ol the Lhour
movemnent! (Morning  Star 20

December 1988). The raality is that
the Marnmnz Staewants PR both for
s W sECtarian PUrposes, oty o
o2t Communist MPs, and maost 1m-
portantdy, 1o preject its own Popular
Front alliance ol u doalition  of
L sshowir with (he 3T D-SDE

This fetishisation of .one or ather
democratic demand such as PR out-
side the overdll political context was
excellently  polemicised against by
Leninin another context, that of sell-
deternmuinanucn, mo e [ollivang wrms:
“The several demands-of democracy,
including self-determination, are not
an absolute butl only a small part of
the general-democratic {now: generzi
sewcialisl) world movement. In in-
dividual concrete cases, the part may
contradicr the whaole; il <o it must be
rejccted! (lenin, The Piscussion on
Self-Determination Summed ),

har is the poant aboul PR woday
m British polines. PR maght, in
some -situanen, be preferable 1o &
first-past-the-post electom! svstem
depends. Bub whatever  its
‘eencral” merits concretely mipping il
out of context, allowing the part to
contradict the whole, would mean
mamiaining Thatcher's atiacks on
trade umion. rights, On women, on
Mack peopls. on privausation, on
Irefand and on the NHS, on housing
and  education. PR would render
Thatcherism perfianent b
eliminating the possibility of any
sovernment that could overturnil —
# majority Labour government. [t
would creare o permanent excuse for
Labour not 1o overturn Thatcherism
— Lhe argument thai it wanted to,
but its coalition partners would nol
acgept it
The answer 1o the question posed
in the titde of this article: *“Who
stands - to gain from PRY & guite
simply: ‘Al of those who want (o
maintain Thatcherism even without
Thateher And thar is why PR, like
pacts, must be completely rejected by
the labour movement todaw

REDMOND O'NEILL




International

New political trends
in Poland

Since the defeat of the Jaruzelski regime

in the referendum over market reform in

November 1987 a sharp change in the

political situation in Poland has taken

place. The Walesa wing of Solidarnosc

and the regime have attempled to come

together in the perspective of

strengthening market mechanisms,

limitation of working class living

standards, closer economic links with the

West, and legalisation for the Walesa wing

ol Solidarnosc. Opposition (o this

‘convergence’ has come both from forces

ta its right — explicitly pro-capitalist

currents — and from authentically left

wing currents — of which the most

important is the Polish Socialist Party-
Democratic Revolution (PPS-DR).
ZBIGNIEW KOWALEWSKI looks at the

background.

1UR1,

n Decembur
Jarvzelski and mis leam decided

senerdl

that in order o preserve. (he
bureaucratic reoime, faved with o
revolution in the making, thurc was
i other altsrmative but toestabiish o
state ol war and the diciatorslip ot
the Militury Committes of National
Salvanon. Solidarnose was declared
putlawed for good.  Lhere would
never be negotiations wilh ils presi-
dent. Lech Walesa, After seven vidrs
of efforts 1o climinate Solidarnosc
from the working cluss and Palish
society, Jurueelski and his wam ai-
nounced to the burcaucracy thal Lhe
countty may again becoms ungover
pahle i a new commitice of national
salvation is noc establishod, this tme
roiind  with  the pamicipanon ol
Walesa, The man portraved until
recenily us public enemy number dne
must now be recognised s pariner
punthel one. Selidarmose, portlaved
pntil recently as an anti-system lores,
must now hecome an indispensible
component of the pro-4vitenl foroes,
This is our last chamce s act
guickly, belore it wo late,

Such wasim subsiance (g messang
conveved by the mew prime minister,
Rakowski 1o the Central Commnted
ol the POUP last Jlenvary. This
draslic political turmaboul did not
provail  on the  parligment  of
bureancrars except afrer drmulic
and desperate pressure exerted by
Jaruzelski, who threatened to resion
impmediately from the posts of op

11)

feader of party and siate 1F it was nol
approved.

It would be nistaken Wy see i this
the hand af Gorhachivian
perestroikid and glasnost, The rela-
liomships withm  the “Sovier biog!
lgpve mot. for decades, boen simply
anesof ‘tenire-periphery — conirary
ioowhat is believed in the West, The
USSR was slnkine in 1he so-called
Breshnoevian stagnailon and conset-
valism®  when  in Poland  he
hurcaucracy  was  signing the
agreemunts with the strike commmit-
fees and geeepl the setting up of the
lirsl mass independent Irade union m
rhe *Blod’

Lt 1soovident that the ‘Gorbache-
vian® coursean the “hig brother’ (the
L S5y facilitates the new cowse in
Paland, an the same wiy as e LUE-
pabour  of  Octobsr 1956
[acilitared by rhe greca Lehl given 1o
Cermictka by Kruschev, Hul il once
mole the Polish bureauceacy is mak-
ing a very ‘revisionisl” political tur-
maboinl, It Is bBecanse it power 15

the

WA

already  hislorically mch  more
dnsiable than that of s sister
bureaucracies,  Ins@apility,  which

singe the workers upnsing in Pogian
i June 1956 has become periodic
and fofces the hurcducracy w think
oul ever mere imovitive patierns of
rile o avoid Ure theear of Anding
isetl faced with ah ungoverpuble
country and losing it powien
However, the pericidic invenlionol
new patterns of deminazion 5 @
double-sdeed weapon: 1 carries with



it the progressive exhausstion of the
ability  to rule of the Pollsh
bureaucracy. Being Lthe most nven-
tive boreaucracy of them all, it is
simultanecusly the most worn out —
its rule is more limited and more
[ragile. It confronts a working class
which in every political cyele shows
an incressing degree of accumulation
of will and ability to defend its nghts,
irs dignity and its interests on an ever
higher plane,

I n the Autumn of 1987, the Polish
remime mohilised all its esources
o implement the so-called ‘second
stage of the ezonomic reform”. Alier
the resounding fatlure of the first
slige, this imeround iL was seriously
implementing a  radical markeg
reform. Bureaucratic planning — in
fact, & command economy — had
long ago exhausied s ability o
work. The burcaucracy was by its
very social mature — that of a
parasitic layer — incapable of cnsur-
ing the regulation of the economy by
the plan, and the regime was forced
to resort to the markel on a grand
scale, The swate of collapse and
decompasition in which the national
economy finds itsell, the enormous
external debt snd  the growing
pressure by restoratonist  forees
within the burcaucracy irself, as
much as from imperialism and
finance capital, forced the regime Lo
radically  accelerare  the markel
reform. On the social field, condi-
tions for it seemed favourable The
defeal of the regime in the November
1987 referendum was however simply
the first surprise the buréaucracy was
ty receive, After the rejection of the
project ol cconomic reform by the
majority of the Polish people in this
referendum, mass struggles broke
oul

The two waves of workers strikes
and students protests, in April-May
and in August 1988, brought about a
chanae in the general political situa-
ticn of the regime These sirikes were
a vigorous reaction to the first social
elfects of turning towards a market
gconomy. The mobilisation under
the slogan of the sliding scale of
wages for all workers 1 the country,
aunched by the 20,000 steel workers
of Nova Huta, wreeked the market
reform. In the August sirikes, the
central slogan of the strikers was
already political: ‘there cannor be
liberty without Selidarity’. But whal
shook the regime more than anvthing
else, was the cmergence of a new
generation of militants 1 the (ae-
tories and universities, which 1m-
mediately ok the form of a worker-
student alhance. The sociologists of

the bursaucracy in‘a panic <tarted o
denounce the spectrc ol 4 wouoth
rebelllon, the threat ol & political ITn.
lilada. And as if to confirm their
worsl |ears, SE{'}HE-TI'ITD“-'H'IE a1 the
police by vouth has become more
and more freguent in the last
mornths,

Wuh:.wu, by bringing an end to
(he sirikes and demonsirating
his willingness (o prévent new waves
af sccial strugeies, has been redong
niscd by Jlarugelskl and his team ds
the kev clement in the simation.
Walesa, the trade umon leaders whe
feritow him and the intellectuals who
surround him, coincide, at presend,
on four lundamental questions with
Taruzelskl's team: their supporl for a
racical market réform, ther decision
to opposc the continuation and
generalisation of mass social strug-
gles, thelr willingness (o oppose Lhe
radicalisation of youth, and ther
aspiration 1o bring aboue a ‘national
reconciliation’. The assoclation of
the ‘Constructive Opposition” —
Walesa's current — with the exercise
of politieal power, is in fact no more
than the legitimation of bureaucratic
power, which 15 what Jaruzelskis
new project seeks, But at the same
time the legitimacey ol the *‘Construc-
tive Opposition’ itsell among the
mizsses, and above all among its mili-
tant and radical sections constitute a
serious problem. 1ts legitimacy today
ix cxtremely low and Walesa, the only
one 0 cnjoy 1, EXPeriences con-
tinuous ehbs and flows in s
authority.

Under these conditions, the con-
cessions (o the mass demand lor
trade union freedom, and the
legalisation of Solidarnose, become
the cormerstoneof the whole projecL
The bureaucracy's big dilemma s
how 1o sausly these demands and
prevent Solidarnosce from becoming
once again a powerful instrument of
mass strugeles, of workers' and peo-
ple's sell-organisation, and the vehi-
cle to articubate the demands for
bread and freedoni. If Solidarnose
re-emierges on the basis of negotia-
nons with a select group of people
and not as a result of the pressure of
& zeneral  sirike,  Jammazelski,
Rakowskiand Kiszerzak hope to tame
the independent trade umon, What iy
decisive 15 that Solidarnose abstain
— or pul the brakes — on workers'
strikes and large industrial actions
for the severdl years necessary to
restructure  the  cconomy  and
sarurate it with market mechanisms.
Walesa and Jaruzelski make efforts
rocomvinee each other thar this s

possible,
@

M'.:—mw.'h'lfe, a ecomposition of
Solidarnose and: the opposi-
rion in general isaking place at greac
specd. On the basis of workers
militaney und the yourh radicalisa-
[16m, the anti-system’ forces opposed
to the course ambarked upon by the
‘constructive opposition’ are
crvsiallising, thiey regroup
themselves, ser up alligrces, gain
political tmeand mass influence and
mohihse the faciores and the univer-
sities onto the srreets. For the {irst
time, asmall left wing force Isactive
it this process. lL is he Polish
Socialist Party-Demporalic Revolu-
tion (PSP-DRY which seeks o erect
an  alternarive  prolerarian  and
socialist power, based on political

demcray, wirTkers silf-
mansgemen!  wnd  the  socialised

economy. This party intervenes in the
reconsiruction of Selidarnose from
helow in the factories and in the fi-
dependent Associalion of Students
(NZS) i the universities. It carmes
oul a mirmber of activities. in coor-
dimation with the Flghtine Sclidarity
Organization (OSW), Lthe Warsaw
Solidarnosy Interenterprise Workers
Cornmities (MRES), radicalised sec-
tigins of the Peace and Liberty Move-
ment {WIP and the lederation of
Fighting Youth (FWW) and varfous
lowad militant groups,

The demohihsalion of the masses
and a round tableor the mobilisation
of the masses and a reclangular
table: the political polarisation ol the
Bolish sdciul movement takes place
oday In the framework of this
allernative

Support Polish
Socialists

In a context dominated by the adoption of the
market as i/ solution to the economic problems
facing Poland, the emergence of the Polish
Socialist Party — Democratic Revolution, a
political current which stands for proletarian am-{
soctalise power based an political democracy, workers
self-management and the socialised sconomy ought to be
strongly supported by socialists in Britain.

The PPS-DR's political opposition to
Jaruzelski's latest attempts to co-opt Solidar-
nose into helping the regime to stop the reac-
tivation of the mass movement and mass strug-
gles has made it a favourite target for
repression. . .

Show your support by sending donations to
the PPS-DR London International Office. Con-
ract David Holland, Director of the PPS-DR In-
ternational Office: The Basement, 82 Ladbroke
Grove, London W11 ZHE. Tel: 01 229 6259.

——————
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Owver recent years the Women's Action

Committee (EWAC) has made gains in the

Labour Party, including winning one

woman on every parliamentary shortlist,

and 4 big increase in support tor the

glection of the women’s plazes on the
party’s NEC by women. WAC has also

forged alliances with women in the trade

unions. A minorily in WAC disagreed with

the orientation that brought these

successes and split and sel up Women for

Socialism, which contains a number of

different political lorces, But behind the

apparent tactical differences lic

fundamental issues of strategy with

general relevance for the fight for
socialism. JUDE WOODWARD considers
the logic behind the tactics.

s The differences between  the

- Labour Women's Action Comi-
mittee (IWAC) and Women for
Socialism are not simply of overall
political strategy — what class forces
must b allied 1o overthrow capital-
ism in Britain and achieve women's
liberation — but also over the cor-
renl stage of the class struggle. Any
discussion on the tactics necessary in
the strugale for women's liberation
today cannot be timeless bul must
start from Lhe actual position of
women n socicty, and its historical
development. It is therefore worth
brictly reviewing these facts before
ocoing on to their precise tactical
implications.

I'he position of women in society
underwent # racheal transformation
after the Second World War. In the
peried of the long boom the problem
of expanding the labour force [oreed
the bourzeoisic to take steps that
veean to make inroads into the tradi-
tional role of women within the fami-
ly — in particular that women did
not work after marrigze,

The scale of this change can be
sean by examining simple facts. By
1931, the last census dale hefore
World War 11, still only |1 per cent of
marriced women of working age were
in work, From 1951 onwards the rise
in the proportion of marned women

Women for

Socialism and LWAC

inwork was dramatic. By 1983 49 per
cent of married women were in the
lubour force. Today 66 per cent of
women of working age are in or seek-
ing paid work.

This presents the labour move-
meni with both an opportunity and &
challenge. Whereas iIn previous
periads the question of women's
liberation presented  ftself Targely
frofm outside the organised labour
movement — for example the suf-
fragettes struggle prior to the First
World War — today the majority of
women of working age are in or seek-
ing paid work and a lar higher pro-
poriton of these are orzanised within
the labour movement.

In the period prior o the Flrst
World War, when 4 massive move-
ment of women fighting for the vote
emerged there was a fight inside the
labour movement for the TUC and
Labour Party to take up this strugele
However the lorce of women organ-
1sed inside the labour movement it-
self was so weak numerically, that,
especially in the context of the conti-
nuing weight of right-wing crafi
trade umonism, and polincal cur-
rents linked to ity including on the
socialist left — like Hyndman's SDF
— the labour movement totally fail-
ed to come up to the challenge.

Nor did the record of the labour
movementl in more recent decades
register substantial progress. AL a
series o crucial points where it was
possible to take a significant step for-
ward in women's rights, first the
change has come and then the
labour movement has fnally got
round to supporting it This was
classically  the case on aborlion
rights.

Equally it took the TUC three
decades of discussion before il linal-
ly adopted a position in favour of

®

equil pay. The policy for a national
minimum wage was only adopted by
the TUC and Labour Parlv in 1986,

his  failure of the labour
movement has both straregic
and tactical implications.

It has had enormous cloctoral
repercussions for the Labour Pary,
In the period from women eaining
the vore after the First World War un-
til 1955 the Tories maintained 8 per
¢enl more supporl among: women
than among men.

After the Second World War the
Tories . mamtained  themsebes in
power because Labour did nol sue-
cessfully address itself 1o winning
wonen’s votes. Labour defeaied the
Tories among men in 1951, 1955,
1959 and 1970 bast Tost these eleclions
because it enjoved no such support
Among Women voters,

However  the  traditional  Tory
dominance of women's votes has
crumbled. In 1955 eight per cent
more women than men voted Tory
This gap had fallen to two per cent n
1974 and zero per cent by 1887,
However Labour has not gained the
viles of women deserting the Con-
servarives. Since 1935 Labour's sup-
port among women has fallen by 14
percentage points while 1iberal and
Alllance support has increased by 23
points,

he facris Labour cannat win the

support of women in the alec-
torate unless il undergoes a radical
change, so that instead of ragzing
behind events it responds more im-
mediately o the specific demands
generated by women in sovicly, This
is becoming more urzent today, &8s
the hourgeoisie is ltself forced o
make substantial concessions o
women in order to bring them int®
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the workforce, Some emplovers have
alreuwdy Begun o Inroduce work-
place creches for example  Such
developments  are bound Lo s
celerarc as Lhe SOQIICCyC: gocs on the
sice of the work foree in the 19%0s.

Similarly, -economic predicuons
poinl o a tendeney Tor the gap bet-
ween male and female earnings to
narrow in the 1990s, and for women's
participation in higher and fdrther
cducation o merease. The Labour
Party i an immediate electoral
sense, nor the trade unions for more
strateple reasons, can alford o lue
behind these developments, They
stiould be leading the campaien for
sigh improvements now, 1o push
them as far as they can go beyond the
limits that Lhe bourgeoisic will seek
to impose, rather than allow the
hourzeoisic and the directly capital-
ist parties 1o take the credit for (hese
Changes, and w mould them o their
LYY TR LCTes s,

But this also has even more pro-
found stratepic implications in Lhe
struzgle for socalism.

Iman advanced ymperialist coun-
try such as Britain, the capitalist
class is immensely powerful econ-
ormically, bul, gl the same time, onite
own it is @ very small laver in sociery.
The capimalist class can only main-
tain its rule by organising and group-
ing around ilself different forces and
social lavers, so that it is able to
politically dominate society.

On the one hand capital altempis
to organize daround tself all in-
termediary social lavers, the upper
professional and intelleciual layers
and the bulk of the rural population,
[Towever, in an advanced industrial-
lsed country such as Britain these in-
termediary layers are not the numer-
ically larzest element of the ruling
class’s alliances, The crucial elements
that the ruling class organises around
itself are secnons of the working
class and working class community,

The upper echelons of the working
¢lass are won over by direct cconomie
privileges. However, the Tuling class
in Britain has alse historically based
itself, gs we have scen, on dispropor-
tionate support from women in the
working  class  community, Con-
fronted with thissystem ol bourgems
alliances evena united working class
is not sufficiently powerful to over-
throw capltal. 'The workine class too
has 1 prisent isell as the leader of
the whole of society and not only
itself — indeed achieving this is a
precondilion Tor unitine the working
chiss mselt

For the working class to have a

Far the
Werkig
cliass the
oSt
impariani
aifiginee
within the

state iiself,

i with

wirttien.'

SEraleEy hivh |'-|;I'_'_'- Hsatl i Lhis

EsemIonIe position [y sociciy, |
tov mat onls be 4een as, b
the force thatwill destrav British Im
prersabist domination of Ireland and

senmi-colonial couniries:

 has
regily be

reallv be the
bovree that will leke every measare ra

decter PR T
destros N

L () force
will introduce the extension of
demoer Ly the  anligustied
Rritish atate, climinaring 115 foudal
elements  dand,  for
uncke T IOCriEie
sicotland

_Bll‘ in i <country like Brilain the
miost impaortant single alliance,

within the slate itself, &5 with the
groal miass of women, whether paid
workers or not, bv really being the
champion of &very concrete step in
women's rights and liberation, and
also theresl torcewhich, by mctins of
overthrowing the capitalst svsiem
will lead humanity in the strugele o
cradicate the oppression of women
entirely, This Informs the perspec-
tives on the immediate steps thar can
be taken Loday

== 1l |
TEaliy be the

crample, s

relatiosmny vikh

The failure of the Libour move-
ment 1o take the lead on even Lhose
limited steps forward thal women
can take today, simply rellects that
the working class i Britain remains
dominated by corporate, economisi-
ic, politics which are incspahble of
cither uniring it internally or creating
the broader alliance of farces which
it needs to seriously confront capital.

Ihis is 4 cim pletely nindamental
Sl pesiion
labes o mon wmeit
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ofswomen; s fli

posed Ipr the

idimot

Necas

sl all politicl, Bus-
el on winning labou
port for definge waol

and meass

miavemer

rodirical

A

wirmen witkin the

1 i€ '.'..I-'l.:-"lr _:_|-i-

argamsations of he
withe all thewr drs
wenknesses, Temain the I"!'I|_ U UG-
artlons with effective PHOWET 16 ke g
4 struggle aeainsl capial
[herebore  he mos
streiments thise exist 1o take forward
WOoRen's il

lity s why
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[ds  praciics
he swornon’s movament
19605 it

struzales,

g hieh started i the e
strugple ourside the labour move-
easinely turned o i

derailinge of the women's
movement, sl s dispppear-

ance, but ts deepeming,

Ai the demands of the women's
movenient reached out from the
imitial activists Lo louch
larzer numbers of women it neces-
changed in ational
form — to transforming the labow
movement oreantsations themselves,

Such a strugehe within the organ-
isaltons of the workineg class, o
transforn: them pelitically and or-
ganisationally on the guestion of
WOmen, 15 necessary  too advance
rawards a hegemonic leaders
theworking class. loday the relation-
ship ol forees exists for such pro-
rress, starting in the lelt-wing of the
labour movement. but with real pos-
sibilities of some significant steps a
the level ol the majority positions of
the labour movemeni as a whaole,

Furthermore through a struggle
lar such hegemonic politics within
thie trade unions and the Labour Par-
ty the infernal contradictions of the
Labour Party-itscll will be deepened,
fractures will appedr, and a new and
mare polltically advanced mass party
ol the working class will eventually
become possible. But this cannot be
achieved by going round or setfing
up minuscule alternatives to the most
profound organisational and
political processes in the working
class which exist al preseni.
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his is the real sigmficance of the
Labour Women's Organisation,
as it is the political centre of the ma-
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Jor forces i the lebour movemont
seeking to transform its polities on
women. Ihe fight to buld and trans-
form this organisation is therefore
also rhe tootival key 1o the prosent
phase of the struegle for women's
liberation — and, in a différent per-
spective, crucial in Lhe lght against
the exisiing corporate and Hackwierd
palitics of the labour movement. The
Labour Women's Oreanisation s a
political focus Tor women i the
trade unions and individaal T abour
activists, bringing them together s a
polentially powerful force In the
Lihour moverment as 4 whiole. Aldso,
by its nature, it is oriented 1o the pro-
blem of winning the mass of women
tr the labodur movement. 1L s
building this organisalion, ol an
imagmary alernative to i1, which is
the siep which has to be taken odaw.

This 15 why (he key wweneal deci-
sion in the struggle for women's
liberation is to bulld and develop the
[ ahour Wamen's Organisation, both
pelitically and by fighting, us TWAC
does, for ir tobecome a central and
permanent caomponent of the whole
strpeture OfF the ltbour movement.

Women tor Socizlism is precisely
ambiguous on  this kev tactical
chowe While it may well atlmact
women who have been active in u
wholer pumber of women's cam-
paigny, the only coherent way lor-
ward i for them to join the Fabour
Women's Organisation,  involve
themselves in the light 1o transform
the labour movement, dnd in (ks
framework develop policy and cam-
paigns on the broadest possible basis
o every individual 1ssue of women's
righes and liberation as it is raised —
from abortion to sexual harrassment,
from Clause 28 1w employment
rights,  Withou!  fhat  framework
Women forSecialism can be no more
than atalking shop which will end up
by falling apart as it offers no way
Forward.

Inside the Labour Party  suop-
porters of Women for Socialism end
Lo counterpose it to LWAC, because
they do not support the orientation
of TWAC into the labour movemeni.
However the most fundamental
counterposition is not with IWAC,
bul with an orientation into the
Labour Party, building the Labour
Women's Organisation, deepening
its links with women erganised in the
unions in particular, but also the siu-
dent movement, and orienting to a
serious fight to transtorm the labour
movemecnk.

his oremation  mforms  the
centrality given o such gues-

tions-as the demand [or the women's
costerence W elect the womoen's sgats
o Labour’s NEC, all the measures
acvocated by LWAC to strenmgthen
and render more  nflusndal  che
Labour  Women's  Organisation,
positive action in reselection of M,
and the proposal to introduce guotas
atl every level of the partyv. Despite lip-
sarvice W these proposals, eflectively
they are downplaved by Women for
Sectalism, for example they do not
leature centrally atall on the agenda
ol the Women lor Sovialism confer-
Ence

Bul (hese are (he measures neces-
ATV 1Lh '|'Iiil':-'_‘ WOTMEn more CE[HE'E"}'
in the party, and maks it capable of
responding on all 1ssoes thar affect
WO

Secondly, this 1ssue underpins dil-
feremees on the  tactics. towards
women 1n the trade unions. The
forces now orzinised in Women for
Socialism were deeply hostle to the
proposal o give the trade unions 50
per cont gl the vole a0 women's con-
ference, seeking every opporiunity to
confuse and dissipate the supporl for
it in the women's orpanisation. But
this propoesal was key 1o beginning 1o
cement an alliance with women in
the trade unions to take forward the
women's organisation as a whole

It {5 not possible to createa Labour
Women's Organisation with redl in-
flugnee in the labour movement
without the support of women in the
irade unions, for only on this basis
¢in there be 4 serious [eht 1o win in
the Labour Party as a whole. How-
ever the basis: for such an alliance
had 1o be a genuine-and progressive
compromise, which gave the trade
unions real weight in the women's
prganisation, while maintaining the
greatest  influence  possible  for
women setivists in the party who will
remain the political leading edge on
many guestions,

Such ‘a women's orzanisation
would nol be so casily won to adopt
the positions, or elect the represen-
tatives, of the hard left, but would at
I he same fime bocome more genuineg-
v representative of the real majority
political positions of women organis-
¢din the Labour Party and provide a
forum o fight to change those pol-
icies. The choice was between [ight-
ing 1D create 3 serious oreganisalion of
wometl, with influence in the labour
movement, but within which the
hard left would have to pursue care-
ful 1aeties i ordar to win majoritics
ftar its central positions, or a ghello,
advoeating ‘pure’ policies but devoid
of influence, and incapable of allec-

@)

‘The choice
is whether
e
wage o redal

Sight in the

lerbreanr
ITTEVEITENT
e wernen.,”

tirg the overall Drientadion of the
Labaour movement ds.a whale Inany
dlrection,

Fius also creates the best [rame-
work within which to develop pohicy
and rhe broadest ¢campaizgns around
each specific Issue of wonien's righls
and hiberation thal arises This was
clearty seen in the case of the fight
dgainst the Alton Bill last vear, which
ot the basis of this alliance of forees
wilhin Lhe labour movemenl was able
to reach et o women beyond the
labour movement itself,

It 15 oot possible 1o maintain the
level of mobilisation of women wt all
times that 15 achieved during a par-
ticular strugele on abortion rights, o
wis seel among women i Lhe min-
ing communitics and beyvond during
thie UM serike, or was developed for
a period of time arcund the Gresn-
ham movemnent aeainst the missiles:
But each such wave of sirugple can
be raken further and zreater num-
bers of cadre accumulated for the
lwtere 1 &t the centre of such waves
ot strugele w powerfol organisation
of women in the labout movement.

Building movements and cami-
paigns o women bevond the lobpur
movement whenever this i posed is
not contradictory to, but -atded by,
placing at the centre ol our sEralegy
the key dssue of transtforming the
labour movement, -and, as the rac-
tical step in that today, bailding the
Labour Women's Orzanisation, la-
cally, regionally and nationally.

he differences with Women tor
Socialism are mot simply tac-
tical, bul raise erucial guestions of
strategpy and oricntation in the sirug-
zle: for women's liberation and for
socialism, The issue is not about an
iltusory *twin-track” approach, of in-
side and putside rthe Labour Party,
but crucially — although not only —
concerns the choice 1o wage a real
fight in the labour movement - on
women., The latter choice places
building the Labour Women's Or-
sanisalion al the cenlre of iy 1actics,
and the politicdl positions and de-
mrands of LWAC as the continuing
clemienl in the fight thi Has o be
wagad in the labour movement as #
whole
This is both the current phase of
building a women's hiberation move-
ment, whicli constitutes a deepening
ol the processes that hegan o unfold
from the late '60s orwards, and an
essantial fight in the strugele to
change the politics of the working
class oy wwhole so that it ean win and
lead the majority of the population
inthestroggle for socialism.
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Marirer Irefund prodoced by Deery Film and Video, dedicated
to the memory of Miriam James, and banned from Channel 4
reflects @ mew synihesis of understunding of the relationship of
the strugale for Irish national liberation and the siruggle of
women in Ircland for their liberation. ANNF KANE assesses
the fitm and the contexl of ifs oppearance.

MG the producers say, their
arrvwas ro derail ‘the
unresorled role of women-in
Irish hislory', explore the im
ages which have historically
distortcd the reality af
wemarn's lives and experience.
which have personified |re-
land as lemale, and, by
discussion with participants
prast dnd present, begin to
verite womein back inlo the
national strugsle 1o doing so
they have pul logether a film
wliich is @n impressive hlen-
ding ol interview, hisrorical
Film, cartoons and drawings,
an music

NELL MclCAFFERTY:
There has heerna Seq
change’ in the fives and
CEHINCiGNsHess of Trish
warenern, norrh anel south;
i this fasf TWERTY Ve,

Mios: importantly they
havesubsiantiated & crucial
proditical message: that nol
only are the strupples of
women and for palional
hiberation net in contradic-
tion, thes are in uter in-
terdependence; the rising of
1916 representing the puwer
ful umity of hringing toscther
The wirmen's sirugele, the na-
tional strugele and that of
lubour,

With this theme Madher
Tretand s very much a pro-
duct of & new paolitical con-
sciousness, From a polilival
paint of view, & few véars ago
its producion would have

bigest virtundly impossible 11
appearsin a delinile pelitical
context, where, for instance,
thore & bitensive examination
by Simn Fein of its necessary
svatem ol allianees. 1o reflecrs
the sy chanpe’ referred Lo by
Mell MeCafferty in the film,
it the lives and consvigusnsss
ol Irish wooken, northand
soaath, i the last owenty
vears, And it has consuderdble
refévance in Britain, givien the
ppenings, reflecied in the
response v ihe Time o Cio
campaign, (o forge a new
alliance of support for British
withdrawal

Mesther frefand 1akes its
slurting polni as-the image of
Ircland asa woman, specifje-
ally as a mother, helpless,
awaiting rescuc, devorsd i
with great fortitude, which
permeates rish history and
Irish nationalisn i the last
twer centuries. 1| is an imape
which the historian Margars)
Mact urlain poines oul pro-
liferated #s the real social in
dependence and status of
women declined, in particular
following the 184647
‘Faming, and fed the made|s
of wamanhood demandey by
Irizh socey

A the film maker Pat
Murphy puts it in (e film,
POFITaying & coumntry asa
wrman leads to women being
absarbed into-the mythology.

This contmadiction betweon
imige and reality 1s the core
ol the film: Widden from the
hisearical record are the
lessons which the real role of
wornen i the nationalist
movement, and the rolations
between that moverment an
the women's movement hold
for today,

The periad around 9161
central. Constanee
Markiewicy explained, it saw
the combination of three
struggles: |he national sirug-
gle with those of women and
of {abour 1 was this objeg-
tive alliance which wirs essen-
tigl to drive the British stane

Mother Ireland — image and reality

ol al Ireland

While it was madle possible
by the coluelding of o
cacit. the kev 1ssuc of divide
Wt Petwien those such a-
Markivwice, Connolly and
Larkin, in the natp il und
lubour movement, whio
songht 10 combine all thres
strigiles 1o grontest unied
gfitect, and of peope sich as
the Shechy-Skeffingions in
(hi seffrage movement, whio
=uw pther strugeles onkyas
distraciiens from thar for an
independent Ireland, (o by
subordinared 1 the strugele
for independenve,

I e cullural context af this
was preciuely one whers
Freland was portraved in
plays, Hlerature and arl, a5 a
provd and beautilul vougg
wWOman awairing rescuc The
metaphor of woman for
Lretand turther undermining
the legitimacy of theo strugoles
of women for the vove, lor in-
slame, portrayed as angi-
nationalist by aiming
(lemands at Wesiminsler,

Two guite dilTersat courses
of action reésulted. While rhe
main preswar [rish boilrg2ois
party, the Irish Pariamentary
Pariy was woting aguinst the
Women's Sullmpe Bill in
192, and subscquentiy vored
agalngl the women's sulTrage
amendments o the Home
Rule Bill, James Connolly
was appeariog on plarforms
of the Irish Women's Fran-
chise League, This Hnk mark-
il the beginning ol cu-opor-
ation berween (he suffrage
movernant angd the labour
movemeni, 1911 saw the
esiablishmentof the Irish
Women's Workers Linion, the
work of 1lnt Larkin and Delia
Larkin amoaest others: In the
I9ET fckout the whole mem-
hership of the IWWL came
ol im solidariy (o) six
months, while sulTmageltcs
orgamised soup kilchens for
thestrikers,

The same lensions
mmanifesied themselhves inside
The nationalist movement,
They had been seen previous-
Iv im:the experience of the
Ladics Land L eague in the
13805, formed as 4 women's
support organisation to the
Land League led by Parnell,
the Ladies Tand Leaguc ook

R AL

over the leadership of the
reovement [or fand ref
when the ple leaders were
mnprisoned only 1o by

clashanded by them onthek

e loags hecaus

thew were
considered too radlcal

VAIRFAD FARRET L
‘Livive in Reffase wus i
palirica! edtucarion in il
Vel Becanne gware,
o I insrfunie o o
semrerhing hens’

Cuminn na rilian, lormed
as an auxiliary 1o the Insh
Voluntesrsan 944, plioved'a
vilal rode m mobilising
WOmen in supphrt of nariong
independence up 1o, and
cspocialiv afier ¥, wher il
Pecaiie (e predominant o
ginisalion of women, absorb
ine e i mnks women
previousiv-active i)y the suf-
frape, Trade unfom and nther
criuaeles as well as grany
women new (0 polined ac
lisity. The anpoal convention
of Cumaim na mBan in 1921
recowcled mearty. B0 branches;
Cumann oo mBan was un-
doubtedly conservarive in s
view of the conreibution
wormen bad o makes Con-
szance Markiewicz's crificism
of itssupporiive role taking
her into the minks Of Connol-
Iv's Irish Citizen Army,
Monwtheless this was a
massive social movement of
wornen, which @l the very
feasl vhullenged notions ol
women's passavilyvand which
was alive 19 the debates on
winmen's sulfrage and role in
SOCiELy,

The defeat of the 1916 ris-
ing amyd the exeoution of is
leading and mosl progressive
lgures, the partition ol

Prioto: Ko
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Iretand, and the victory of
the pro-Treaty side in the civil
war brought the triumph of
regetion both north and
south, Nowhene wis this
cienrer than in the lepal and
social status of women

Maother Ireland as an im:
ape apain came info (s own.
And apgain the image
fourished while the real
stalus and rights of women
diminished. The 19205 and
19305 saw faws in the south
introduced prohibiting
divorce anid contraception,
permitting censorship ol any
publications referring W con-
[rception, outlawing women
from a number of arcas of
cmplvment, [wers oo, ire-
vent local dances, amangsl
nthers.

This repression culminated
it the place of women de:
ereed in Lhe 1937 constitu-
tion: “Thestate recognises
that by her life within the
home, woman gives o the
sfare a support without which
the common gond cannot be
achieved. The srate shali,
thereore, endeavour to én-
syre Lthal mothers shall nol be
obliged by cconomic necessi-
ty to engage in labour to the
nealect of daties In the hame”.

Finally Mother relurnd
vonsichers the 1ast twenty
vizars T he resurgenee of the
republican moveoment, coin-
ctding with the emerzence ol
a new women's niovemen|
and pofitical conscipusnesy
amongst women has posed
again and more sharply the
guestion; what is the murial
relevance of these two
movements?

Sinn Fein's policy docu-
meni Eire Nug, published 1in
1971, hiad no mention of
women at all, From the point
of view of the women's move-
ment, in the south at least,
NellMeCaflferty explained
how, in establishing a group
in 1970 “for the liberation of
|rish women® it was agreed
not to raise (he north, since it
would divide the women. In-
evitably the *north’ came up
anyway. 1n 1980 Nell MeCal-
ferty was writing cssays
declaring ‘Armagh isa
feminist 1ssue,

Simce 1970 4 whole new
generation of women have
enierad Sinn Fein, women in-
flurnced both by theex-

pericmee 4l The renressinn ot
the last twenty years, andd by a
reminiat poditical conscions-
1ess.

[his has led to changes in-
side Sinn Frin. Sinn Fein's
department of women's-af
fajrs was established in 1980
and the first policy documen
o warnen issued thal yearn It
sl dechared “weare totally
opposed 1o aboriion, 4 policy
which was fought relentlessly
produocing at least some im-
provement. However while
S Fein deckared themselves
vpposed 1o thy vampaign to
insert an anti-abortion
amendment into the constin-
tion, isabstention From the
dulpal campaign (o deleat 1l
could onlv eneourage women
in the twenty six coanties 1o
consider 5inn Fein lrrelevans
Lor their Hives as woamer.

By depicting the historical
record Mether freland raises
the kev martter: that the issue
facing Sinn Fein s exactly
that fcing Connolly,
Murkivwicz and the move-
ment ciarlier this century: how
to demonstrate the common
inreresrs of wonien with those
ol the republican siruegle and
o win & fusion.

Rita O'Hare correctly savs
in the film *whar can be
achieved by the wonten’s
movemen| glone is Hmiied”.
Thie fat 1s that those (oday
who are confining themsclves
iy suich a view are few. The
problem cannol be reduced 1o
Fhe slogan that there can be
nw women's hberation
without national liberation.
Firat coumes the prohlem of
constructing ihe mast effec-
rive movement [or pationat
fibenition. This can only he
doneg, as in the movement
dround 1916, by harnessing
the enerpy of all those who
are-oppressed by British
imperali=m into 4 single
allianee forliberation,

Muother Iretand

Produced by Derny Film

and Videa

Directed by Anne Crilly

Avaitable from Darry Film

and Videa, 1 Westend
ark, Derry BT48 91

For Queen and Country

For Queer and Covoprry, directed by Martin Stellman and
with Denzil Washington as Reuben, the central character,
15 a porirait of being black in Thatcher’s Britain, Return-
ing home after ten wvears as a paratrooper, taking in
Belfast and the Falklands, Reuben meets the slum condi-
tions of inner city housing estates, poverty and
hopelessness, virtually total unemployment with the most
lucrative alternative the hersin circuit and the omnipre-
sent racist police,

Finally with his British citizenship removed, and his
best friend shot by a detective in the Rambo style, Reuben
has had enough and goes for the police killer, At the same
time the black community has cpllectively taken on the
police in scenes clearly modelled on Broadwater Farm.

Unfortunarely, the film's erraric strucrure renders its
message very confused. Heuben is filled with illusions, all
of which are knocked down, but at hreakneck pace; he rats
on the youth preparing the petral homb, only to have his
fricnd shot minutes later. An ex-army mate, now a COp,
finally shoots him down — the symbaolism is obvious. All
strong political statements demanding grearer length and
deprh. But stitl a film worth seeing.

e .

Phoio courtesy of R Clnema, Landor £5
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The Rainbow — a challenge to the Left

For decades now participation in the electoral system in the

I nited States has been in centinuous decline. 'The vast
majority in the LS do not vote. A break down by economic
aroup shows 71 per cent of those earning over $25 (00 voling,
while only 25 per cent of those with an income helow S10,000
hothering to vote. Presidential ¢leelions attracl even less
participatinn, around 25 per cent ol the electorate. RASHID
ASHRAF review some of the recent books on the emersence

The two parties which
dominate American
politics, the Democrats and
the Republicans,
consistently represent the
interests of capital in
power. Working class
apathy is, in part, the
perception of this fact.

The central strategic task
for socialists in the US is the
creation of a Party of
Labour and these three
publications help us to
approach this question
from different angles.

The Lesser Exnlis
composed of a series of
debartes ranging over the
yvears 1959 to 1976 berween
leaders of the American
Soecialist Workers Party and
socialists who advocate
entrv into the Democratic
Party in order to reform it.

The hook highlights the
persistent atfempts, over
three decades, by socialists
to change the nature of the
Democratic Party, George
Breitman's rebuttal of the
contention that the
Democratic Party could be
taken over and turned into
a Labour Party is perhaps
the most impressive section
of the book.

However, the book is also
important in highlighting
another problem. This is
thart parallel*with the
failure of those inside the
Demuocrats to change it has
been the equally
spectacular failure of all
those oumide it, such as the
SWP, to build an
alternative,

The SWP's position, that
the Demograts are no
different from the
Republicans, is
Mundamentally correct at
one level and just as
obvinusly wrong at another.
It is true that, asa

of the ‘rainhow’ in US politics.

bourgenis pariy, itcan
never be used to represent
the interests of the working
class,

The very fact that
the book is a debate on the
Demioerary and not the
Republicans, however,
points to the real difference
between them. The
Democratic Party is a
coalition, albeit completely
dominated by capital,
which includes sections of
the Labour bureacracy and
which commands support
from the most progressive
elements in America to this
day.

The important guestion
therefore, is norwhether
the Democratic Party can
be reformed, but how best
to intervene into the break-
up of the coalition it
represcmts, as an integral
part of the process of
building an alternative. The
other two books are
important in helping to
answer this guestion.

The Rammbor Challenge is a
comprehensive account of
the latest attempits 1o
reform the Democrartic
Party: the Rainbow
Coalition and Jesse
Jackson's candidature for
President. Collins, a field
arganiser and national
officer for Jackson's 1984
campaign, is well placed 1o
give this account.

Collins situates the
Rainbow phenomena
historically and traces its
roots back to the mass
movements of the sixties.
She shows how the creation
of the Rainbow represented
u political maturation and
convergence of activists
from diversc origins: the
anti-Vietnam war, the
womens liberation and
ant-nuclear movements,

civil rights campaigns and
Black, Chicano and Nartive
American nationalist
movements, small frmers
and a section of the Labour
leadership.

Contrary o popular
myth, the Rainbow arosc
independently of Jackson
and agreed to support him
only after he had already
declared his intentions.
Jackson's campaign, in
projecting alternative
politics o a mass audience,
unleashed a profoundly
radical dynamic.

Despite some
weaknesses, for example
the skating over the
struggies to stop Jacksan
imposing his own
handpicked ‘leaders’ and
bureaucratic structire on
the Rainbow, Collins' book
iz essential reading for
anyone who wants to
understand American
politics today.

The big problem with
Collins book is her filore
to understand the function
of Jackson’s campaign in
channelling, once again, all
of this potential for radical
change into the dead-end of
the Democratic Party.

The Rambow and the
Diemocratic Parry published
by Solidarity,
is one of the few
attempis by the Marxist left
in Amcrica to address itsell
directly to the activists of
the Rainbow and Jackson's
SUpporiers.

Unfortunately, the
pamphlet ends where it
should have started.
Pointing out the nature of
the Democratic Party, the
impossihility of reforming
it, the bureaucratic
deformations of the
Rainbow Coalition e, and
the need for a Party of
Labour does no more than
state the problem: afier 40
vears of experience 1o the
contrary the most radical
elements in America sull
have illusions in thelr
ability to reform the
Democratic Marty. And 30
years after Breitman the
left still hus nothing more
to #ay to them than *your
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struggle is hopeless, jnin

ns',

The question the
comiredes do not even pose,
letalone answer, is how Lo
intervene into the existing
forces ar their present level
of consciousness — faith in
the Democratic Paroy — in
urder to move forward?
Answering this question
implics more sophisticated
tactics than mere
propagandising.

The political currents
which make up the
Rainhow will form a central
part of any socialist party
created in America and
building such a party
means detuching them
from the the Democratic
Party and smashing up the
alliance with capital that ir
represents.

In order to lead these
currcnis, hﬂ“’-ﬁ"’.’e[‘.
socialists have to be a part
of them, helping to clarify
the prohlems with the
present oricntations,
struvtures eic, instead of
using thest as an excuse for
sectarian abstention from
the Hainbow.

Some have already drawn
thix conclusion. Ironically,
Perer Camejo. one of the
SWP contributers o 1
Lewsor Evil is now an officer
of the Rainbow Coalition in
California, The American
left as a whole too needs o
address the tactical
considerations of how, not
whether, to intervenc into
the Rainbow.,
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Why Gorbachev aids
the right wing on
unilateralism

AT the beginning of February Gerald

Kaufmann led the Labour Party Policy

Review Group on Defence and Foreign

Policy on a visit to Moscow. The outcome,

was direct help. and almost certainly a

conscious intervention, by the Soviel lead-

ership, to aid Kinnock, and the right,

against the unilateralist left wing of the

~ Labour Party. Nor is this the first time the

Soviet leadership has acted in this way. Tt

also intervened to aid the right in the pre-

vious fight over unilateralism i the 19505
and early 1960s. This has pursled and
shocked many on the left. ALAN
WILLTAMS looks at why the Soviet lead-

ership acts in this way.

he present inlervention by the

Sovier leadership in Lebour’s
fizhi owver unilateralism is an abmast
mechanmicil repetition of the previous
role It plaved in this in the late 1950
aod early 1960, The msue-ol anilat-
cral nuclear disarmament firsi be-
game an ssuein the Labour Partv in
1957 when there were 127 conference
fesolutions on disarmament with a
laree aumber favouring amilateral-
s However the decisive speech at
that conlerence was that by Aneurin
Bevan. e announced, ina famous
phrase, that for Britwn 1o adopl
unilaleral nuclear disarmamen
would be tor the Beitish Foreizn

Becrerary ‘to go naked inta the con-

lerence chamber'. The speech wits
Bovan's delinitihve break with the left
which he had led in the carly 1950s,

For present purposcs what is in-
terestitte {5 the mole phwed in the
evinily leading o Bevan's speech by
the Soviel lcadership, During 1957
Bevan had mide speeches which were
ambiguous but tended owards unl-
Literal nuelgar disarmameni. Speak-
ing in Manchester in summer 1957,
for example, Bovan declared: "We can
make the H-bomb bui we are nol go-
e gy make it We believe that what
the human race needs 5 leadership in
the.opposite direction and we are po-
ing Lo give it

Bul in September 1957 Bevim visil-
ed the Soviet Union where he met
CPSU genernl secretury Khrushchey,
Bevan then wene 1o the Lubour Parly
conference where the Dgily Express
noted: ‘Mr Bevan has been welling his
iriends that Mr K said to him, “Do
not erosic a vacuam in Furope by
giving up the bomb™ Bevan's speech
difended the position supported by
Cuaitskell and in Uoe with that ad-
vocated by Khrushehey,

A further clantication ol pasition
pame (mom the stance taken by the
CPGR @t that Lime selll slavishly
pro-Moscow and having supported
ihe Soviet intervention in Hungary
less than avear earlier A the 1957
conference the unilateralist CLPs
were joined by the TGWLL, the FBLY
Lhe NLUTGW and the Constructionul
Enginecring Linton. But the CPGB
led unions, the FTLL and (he Scotdsh
miners, vored agginst the resolution
for unilateral nuclear disarmament
and instead with Gaitskell and the
right lor an anti-umilateralist AELU
resodution.  The CPGB's  Daily
Worker argued thar unilateralism
was ‘divisive’ and thal ‘the most
“left” sounding demand has in prac-
tlee helped the right wing!

Al cach point the CPGH counier-
poscd the call for neaotiations and
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sumnats tothe demand for bnilateral
actlon, Only when the CPGDR was
overtaken by the mass movement of
CND o e el me 1980, did the parry
abrupdly. chunge hne and  support
unilareralism — participating for the
first timee in the Aldermasion march
ol that yedr

1 firsr sighr this bloc between the

Sowiet  leadership,  and  the
CPGR, und the right wing — one
now  repearad between Kautmann
and Garbachey’s supporters, appears
4 paradox. 10 was elear that the multi-
[aterahists of the 19805 werea Fraod:
Despite limited agresment, notshly
the partlal nuelear test ban treaty, the
period afler the end of the 19505 saw
a mpid accelerafion ol |he grms maee.
e United Stares under Kennedy se-
celerated s building of Intercon-
rinental Ballistic Missiles and in-
troduced submiarine launchod mis-
stles. US military spending sceel-
craled more rzpidly than at any time
since the Korcan war as it began the
road to the war in Vieinam,. Britam
acquired Polarls from the United
Stales. France exploded s fiest
nuclear weapons, The West respond-
2d to the Soviet leadership’s calls for
summils and muliildteral disarma-
ment by gecclerating (he arms face,

The pattern is the same Loday,
Despite the peace initiatives of Gor-
bachey, and Lthe signing of the INL
rreaty, the Western powers arc sicpp-
mg up their military pressure against
thi 1iSSR — with the INF treaty be-
ing followed by the intention of the
NATO powers to introduce sea and
air launched croise  missiles  inro
Furope, with prossure frome the US
and Thatcher for the ‘modernisie-
tiont!, that |5 the increase in the effec-
fivemess, ol nuelear wéapons: n
Europe, and behind all this Iving Lhe
continuing development of ‘Star
Wars® After Lhe INF treaty there will,
by the early 1990, be more, not less,
Crutse missiles in Europe,

Indeed; ymeally, afier each stcp
of mulo-llemal nuelear disarmi-
meit’ imperialism steps up ils mili-
tary pressure against the USSR —
the period of the Siralegic Arms
Limitation Treaties in the 19705 wis
[ollpwed by the Reagan arms build
up for example.

bie central point mvolved was

well pur by bemin — in los
polemic with Kauisky over the lssue
of ‘disarmament’: ‘Kautsky wants [0
persuade the capitalists . .. to believe
that war is horrible. while disarma-
menl s beneficlal, in cxactly the
sume way, and witly exactly the same

.



resilrs us the Christien churchiman,
stieaking from the pulpin, would per-
suade thes caprtalise o belleve thal
fowe of one's fetlow men is & divine
commandmend Kaniskys ... s
Just g petty bourgeots exAgrianon o
the  findnciers  that they ghould
refrain from dome eval' Lt is perlectly
passible to force partial concessiony
eut @) e amperialist sites it
foree them 1o absndon  cerain
WeRpONs svstenis, or end particular
wiars. Bul the idea that the iin-
perialiviy can be persuaded Lo adop)
I;;f“}'f{-'f'ﬂ'f -'.11";E!T'|Tlill:'l'll::"l'l'|. LA L i S T
thetr historical pressure 1o eliminate
the LISSH and oder non-capitalist
socielics {5 purely uiopian,

Froes Mandel, in Peacefiol e
istence aned - Workd Revolution, our-
lhed thit excellenty in relation o the
previows policies gdvocated by Lhe
Rovicl  leadership ondéer  Sidling
Khrushehev and Breshnoy thiase
of ‘sacuthsm in ong counmy’ and
‘peaceful coexistence”; ‘Undetlving
both 1s the ope that someliow, In
sivme way, world imperiabism will
reconcile irself ro the existence of the
LISSE: and “let it alone®, If only the
USSR lets world bmperialism alone
alsey

Bul the truth, inm parogular in
periads of economic crisis, 15 that
capital s foreed toiseek o expand i
helds ol explitaiion an alb direc-
rions, If any individual capital doss
nat do this il gives a decmive com-
petitive sdvamage 1o other capitals
Capital therefore seeks 1o increase
the exploitation of the workine class
in 115 own counleies, wlensllv 15 ox-
plottation ol the semi-celonial eoun
Prics and artompes 1o bregk down the
non-<capitalist  societies;  workers
states, of Easern Burope, Asiaoand
uhi wn order to subordinaie their
coonomies onee more o camralist ex-
ploitation. In the inter-war capltalist
crlsia Lhis look the formal [ascismin
the imperlist states, colonigl wars
of conquest, and Hirler's invasion of
the USSR, In the predent period It
takes the lorm of incregsed exploiid.
tion in the imperialiststates, the debic
crisis, localised wars and other
means of pressure: ggainst the semi-
colonial countries; and attempis. (o
increase military pressure on, and
economically undermine, the
workers stares.

Far from secking to come o ageee-
ment with the workers stawes the (m-
perialists: seeck to subvert and evade
such agreemients. A classic case is
nuclear weapons themselves.  Gor-
bachev has propesed a concreie plan
for the climination of all nuclear
weapons by the vear 2000, It is the

Lrorhachey speaks to the Suvicr Communiss Pavty conference
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